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ADVERTISEMENT T. 


T has been thought proper by Major General James Stuart, that a 
faithful Copy ſhould be printed of the State of Facts and Proofs, 
with the relative Appendix, which were officially delivered on the 1oth 
day of October laſt, 1783, to Lord Macartney Preſident, for Communi- 
cation and Record to the Select Committee at Madras. 


There are ſeveral reaſons which have made it proper, that theſe Pa- 
pers ſhould now be printed. —One obvious reaſon is, that it will facili- 
tate the taſk of thoſe who, either from duty or inclination, may be 
diſpoſed to inveſtigate General Stuart's military conduct in the com- 
mand of the army, with which he marched from Madras in the month 
of April, and with which he attacked the French Army at Cuddalore, 
in the month of June 1783. 


Another reaſon is, that it will equally facilitate the taſk of thoſe 
who, from ſimilar motives of duty or inclination, may wiſh to examine 
the proceedings at Madras in the months of September and October 
1783, for the purpoſe of diſcovering whether Major General Stuart, 
either in the ſituation of Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's and of 
the Eaſt India Company's Forces in that part of India, or in the ſitua- 
tion of a Member of the Council at Madras, or even in that of an in- 
dividual Member of Society, had been guilty of any thing that merited 
the ſeverities he experienced from the Preſident and Members of that 
Select Committee; or whether, on the other hand, the Anthors of thefe 

a ſeve- 
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ſeverities have been guilty of an arbitrary and deſpotic uſe of their 
power, and of oppreſſion and injuſtice to an individual, who had 
made every exertion in the ſervice of his King and Country, and in 

the ſervice of the Honourable Eaſt India Company, his employers. 


The extraordinary meaſures taken by the Select Committee at Madras, 
in the months of September and October 1783, reſpecting Major 
General Stuart, are generally known ; but the cauſes and motives of 
theſe meaſures have, by ſome means or other, been covered with an 
obſcurity almoſt impenetrable. 


For inſtance, —it is generally known, that on the 17th of Septem- 
ber 1783, the Preſident and Select Committee at Madras ſuddenly 
deprived Major General Stuart of the Command of the Forces of the 
Faſt India Company, and even diſmiſſed him altogether from that 
ſervice : That they further aſſumed the power of diſmiſſing him from 
the Command of his Majeſty's Forces: That on the ſame day in which 
he was thus deprived of the Command of His Majeſty's and of the 


Company's Forces; the Select Committee gave the rank of Lieutenant 
General in the Company's Service to Colonel Lang, who by that 


means claimed a right to command all the King's Officers then in India, 
and particularly got rank over ſeven Major Generals in the King's ſer- 
vice, then actually in the Carnatic : That on the ſame 17th of Sep- 
tember, within a few hours after they had thus diſmiſſed Major Gene- 
ral Stuart, they ſent an armed force to ſeize him at his country-houſe, 
from whence he was forcibly taken, and lodged as a priſoner in his 
houſe within the Fort at Madras : That, thus deprived of his perſonal 
liberty, he was continued in a ſtate of rigid confinement from the 157th 
day of September to the 14th day of October 1783: That on the 14th 
day of October he was compelled ſuddenly to leave India, having been 
that day, by means of an armed force, ſent on board a veſſel which 
the Select Committee had prepared on purpoſe for conveying him 
I to 
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to Europe, and in which veſſel he was forcibly brought home to 
England. 


Theſe facte have been known in many quarters, being in themſelves 
of a nature that could not eaſily be concealed. 


But the cauſes and motives for ſeizing Major General Stuart by an 
armed force, for depriving him of his perſonal liberty, detaining him 
fo long in a ſtate of confinement, and finally forcing him to leave 
India, and repair to England, — theſe have been ſo carefully and in- 
duſtriouſly concealed, that General Stuart himſelf never was able, 
while in India, to learn on what grounds the Select Committee had 
proceeded, though he earneſtly and often applied to them for that 
purpole. 

With regard to the grounds on which the Sele& Committee proceed- 
ed in diſmiſſing Major General Stuart from the Command of the 
Company's Troops, and from that Service altogether, the firſt informa- 
tion he received on that point. was from his being preſent in the Select 
Committee upon the 17th of September 1783, when Lord Macartney, 
without any previous intimation, produced and read in Council a long 
and elaborate Minute drawn up by himſelf, in which his Lordſhip was 
pleaſed to impute to General Stuart Diſobedience of Orders, Miſconduct, 
&c. The reading over that Minute was inſtantly followed by the diſ- 
miſſion of General Stuart from the Service, without giving him an 
opportunity to anſwer it, and without furniſhing him, at that time, with 
any Copy of it, though much preſſed for by him. 

It was not till the 25th day of September, after Lord Macartney' s Mi- 
nute had produced its full effect, and when General Stuart was under 
confinement in the Fort at Madras, that he was, for the firſt time, ſup- 
plied with a Copy of that Minute. 

Under theſe circumſtances, and in the period between the 25th of 


September and the 1oth of October 1783, General Stuart, while a 
a 2 priſoner 
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priſoner in the Fort at Madras, drew up the State of Fuad: and 


Proofs, and the Obſervations on Lord Macartney's Minute of the 17th 


September, which form the following ColleQion of Papers now printed. 


General Stuart was, at that time, not only deprived of the aſſiſtance 
of the perſons he moſt needed, and of any communication with them, 
but had not, within his immediate reach, many of the eſſential Papers 
and Proofs which might have been proper to have been ſtated in an- 
fwer to the Preſident's Minute, and to which Papers he may poſſibly 
hereafter have occaſion to refer. 


If, therefore, either the State of Facts and Proofs ſhould any where 
appear incomplete, or if any warm or inaccurate expreſſions on the 
part of General Stuart ſhould be deemed liable to objection, he truſts 
that allowances will be made, on account of the diſtreſſing circumſtances 
under which he drew up theſe Anſwers, and that ſome indulgence will 
be granted to the feelings of an Officer uſed in the manner that has 
been deſcribed, 


General Stuart might, no doubt, have delayed giving in any An- 
ſwers until he had got poſſeſſion of all his materials, and until he was 
in a condition to avail himſelf of the benefit of able aſſiſtance; but he 
could not reconcile to his feelings, at that time, even a temporary ac- 
quieſcence, under theſe Charges of Diſobedience of Orders, and of Miſcou- 
duct; and thought it better to ſtate frankly, even to his accuſers, ſuch 
Anſwers as firſt preſented themſelves for refuting the imputations, than 
to wait coolly for a more convenient ſeaſon for doing it more com- 
pletely. 


Another motive for his not delaying was, that he wiſhed the firſt 
diſpatches either to the Court of Directors, or to the Supreme Council in 
Bengal, ſhould convey, along with Lord Macartney's Minute of the 17th 
of September, the Anſwers which he, General Stuart, had taken the 


ſirſt opportunity of giving in to that Minute, though unaſſiſted in 
| framing 


ADVERTISEMENT. vu 


framing and digeſting this material Paper, which was drawn up under 
every poſſible difficulty and reftraint, and with the diſadvantage too 
of being confined in point of time; for, amongſt other motives for his 
drawing up theſe Anſwers without delay, there was this, that he had 
a ſanguine hope they might have the effect of making the Select 
Committee deſiſt from their purpoſe of ſending him n to Eng- 
land. 


If, from theſe circumſtances, the Papers thus given in to the Select 
Committee at Madras ſhould not be thought ſufficiently complete, or if 
they ſhould appear to others not ſo ſatisfactory as General Stuart, from 
his own conviction, hopes and believes they will, he thinks it pro- 
per to declare, that in conſequence of his having of late had time and 
opportunity to collect and arrange. his Papers, he has it now in his 
power to produce a much more complete State of Facts and Proofs for 
refuting the aſperſions or imputations contained in the Preſident's Mi- 
nute of the 17th September; but as the perſons, from whom theſe 
charges againſt his conduct proceeded, are not at preſent in Great Bri- 
tain, he will not permit himielf 20 to introduce any new matter not 
ſpecified or referred to in the Papers he delivered in to the Select Com- 
mittee while on the ſpot at Madras. 


He has therefore, in the Papers now printed, confined himſelf care- 
fully and entirely to the Facts and Proofs which were given in to the 
Select Committee at Madras, and which have been tranſmitted both to 
the Supreme Council in Bengal, and to the Court of Directors in 
England. 


The Papers which form this printed Collection, are merely faith- 
ful copies (without addition or comment) of Lord Macartney's Minute 
of the 17th of September 1783, with General Stuart's Anſwers to it, 
which were written partly on the Margin of a Copy of the Minute 
itſelf, and other parts of the Anſwers were contained in a Paper titled 
State of Fa&s and Proof, given in at the ſame time to the Select Com- 

mittee z 
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mittee z becauſe that Minute and theſe Anſwers are become official 
Papers, the authenticity of which cannot be diſputed. 


The date when General Stuart's Anſwers, under the title of State of 
Fats and Proofs, were ſent to Lord Macartney and the other Members 
of the Select Committee, and the object of ſending them, will appear 
from the following exact Copy of General Stuart's Letter addreſſed to 
them, dated the 1oth of October 1783. 


[ «x Þ: 


Copy of a LETTER from Major General 
STUART to Lord MACARTNEY, Preſident, 
&c. Select Committee, Madras. 


My LoRD, &c. 


1 N preſenting to you, as I now do, the State of Facts and Proofs in 

Two Parts, from page 1 to 42*, and the Appendix, from page 1 
to 15, and Index, I act more ingenuoully and fairly towards you, 
than your Lordſhip, &c. have done to me, from whom you have 
kept back every communication (upon ſuch material perſonal con- 
cerns) which you have been pleaſed to tranſmit either to the Honour- 
able the Court of Directors, or to the Board of Bengal. 


But as I had promiſed to you, in ſome of my letters, if I lived a 
few days, to overturn the baſeleſs fabric of the Right Honourable 
Preſident's Minute September 17th, ſo I thought it proper thus reli- 
giouſly to keep my word. 


Take all this advantage, only let me be aſſured that this Sale of 
Fas and Appendix, now communicated to your Lordſhip, &c. ſhall 
be tranſmitted to the Honourable Court of Directors, and to the Board 
of Bengal, by the next diſpatches—1 will in that confidence appeal to 
theſe Papers. 


And as in the delivering, as I did, my Declaration and Proteſt, 
under cover, to the Select Committee on the 7th inſtant in the fore- 
noon, into the hands of the Right Honourable Preſident by my friend 
Mr. Cloſe, ſo I ſhall in like manner take care that this Letter, and the 


| * Theſe Numbers refer to the Pages of the written Copy. 


eſſential 


x LETTER FROM MAJOR-GENERAL STUART, &e. 


eſſential accompanying Papers, be delivered certainly into the ſame 
hands this day before noon. 


I have the honour to be, 
My Lon, &c. 
Fort St. George, Your moſt obedient and 


October 1oth, 1783. 
moſt humble Servant, 


(Signed) JAMES STUART. 


The preceding is the Copy of the Letter delivered by Mr. Cloſe to 
Lord Macartney at noon, on the 1oth; at the ſame time he delivered 
the Papers entitled, © State of Facts, and Appendix.“ 

(signed) J. S. 


To the Right Honourable GEORG E Lord MAcAnTNey, X. B. 
Preſident and Governor, &c. Select Committee, Fort St. George. 


STATE of FACTS and PROOFS, 


TO SHEW 


The Injuſtice and Illegality of the Proceedings in Select 
Committee, held, Fort St. George, Sept. 17, 1783, and 
ſubſequently from that Time, towards me, 


(Signed) IA Ms STUART. 


PART FIRST. 


BSERVING, as I do, that the General Orders of the Select Com- 
mittee, publiſhed September 17th, declaratory of their having 
diſmiſſed me from the Honourable Company's ſervice (which act I main- 
tain to be an aſſumption of power, without either right or reaſon on their 
part), do refer to former General Orders publiſhed on the 19th of laft 
March to the army then under my command; it becomes, therefore, 
neceſſary for me to ſtate the cauſe of theſe General Orders. 

I will preſent the indiſputable facts; and leave to others to judge of 
the ſpirit that has uniformly pervaded and aCtuated the proceedings to- 
wards me, and which now operates. The matter, then, literally ſtands 
thus: When I was on ſervice with the army on the march to and from 
wa, in the month of March laſt, it was ſignified in a note, as I be- 
A. lieve, 
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lieve, from Mr. Secretary Huddleſton to Mr. Welch the Paymaſter (but 
not in form of an Order to me), that a certain ſum of money (12,000 Pa- 
godas), as ſtoppages already made by the Commiſſary Mr. Jackſon, and. 
in his (Mr. W.'s) hands, was to be paid to the Bullock Maſtries. 

Part of this money was iſſued for the purpoſe, without my thinking 
more of it, etherwiſe than as I always did, to take-care that a certain ſum 
ſhould ever be in the army-cheſt to pay the Europeans ſubſiſtance, in pre- 
ference to every thing. Much. about the ſame time (or rather ſome time 
after), the Select Committee ſent heir Orders to publiſh to the army their 
appointment of Mr. Huddleſtone to be. Judge, Advocate General to the 
army ; the Commander in Chief in India, Sir Eyre Coote, being at the 
time abſent in Bengal, and his warrant to another Gentleman (Mr. Richard 
Sullivan) {till in force, and no orders to the contrary received from his 


Excellency. 


I obeyed Government literally in publiſhing their Orders as above ; it 
was my Public Duty. | 

But I wrote, in conſequence, to them two Letters, on the 14th and 1 5th 
of March, as I believe, to which I beg leave to refer. 

The Select Committee, while I was abſent on duty; but within three 
hours drive of the Preſidency, met in conſultation “ upon the con- 
tents of theſe letters of mine; found fault with them; accuſed me of 
diſobedienee of Orders in not ordering the Bullock Maftries money; and 
highly reſenting my refuſal to give a ſeparate ſanction to their appoint- 
ment of Mr. Huddleſton, as the Judge Advocate to the army, without the 
previous authority of Sir Eyre Coote. I beg leave to refer to my Letters, 
and to their Proceedings in Committee March 19th. 

The Select Committee, as I gueſs, by way of Military Diſcipline on 
their part, ſent their General Orders, March 19th (now alluded to), to 
publiſh to the army the agreement I had ſigned in England July 4th, 
1777, the ſame as is required of all the Company's Military Officers ; 


March 19, 1783. 


namely, 
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namely, to be ſubject to the Civil Government; and that, in effect, the 
ceremony of a Court Martial may be diſpenſed with. 

There was alſo a ſeparate Letter, or General Order, accompanying, to 
ſhew the army, that the whole was pointed at me. It is abſolutely out 
of my power now to furniſh copies of all theſe papers; but they are of 
univerſal notoriety, on record, and in the Orderly Books of the army ; 
and tranſmitted home in quadruplicate, as I believe, for reference to the 
Court of Directors. 

Suffice it to obſerve, in my own vindication, that all theſe General 
Orders, with the copy of the paper ſigned in England, and the accom- 
panying General Orders, or Letter of Government, however humiliating 
in the extreme to me, who commanded the army (King's and Company's 
troops), were, literally and inſtantly, by my orders, iſſued to that very army. 

But having done ſo, I thought I owed it to myſelf, as a member of 
Government, to lay before them, in a Letter or Minute, March 21ſt, 
my ſentiments, with the real ſtate of facts. I ſhall here refer to that very 
Letter *, copied at full length; leaving it to others to judge of the 
degree of neceſſity there was to impoſe upon me the humiliating taſk of 
publiſhing to the army ſuch pointed reflections upon ſuch grounds. 

Theſe two acts of imputed diſobedience are, as I think, totally devoid 
of foundation or proof. 

As to the Bullock Maſtries ſtoppages, with which I had no connefion, 
it clearly appears, that the Select Committee did not know what they 
were writing about; and, I believe, they were ſenſible, though too late» 
of their miſtake ; and I never heard more of it. 

But as to the appointment of the Judge Advocate, on which ſuch ſtreſs 
is laid, I muſt here · beg leave to point out a moſt remarkable circumſtance 
indeed, which was, at the time above mentioned, unknown to me (being 
then on ſervice), and by chance found out on inſpection of the Recorde. 

The Select Committee, as above, blame me for expreſſions in my 
Letters relative to the appointment of the Judge Advocate: this they do 


* See Appendix, N I. 
A 2 on 


4 STATE OF FACTS AND PROOFS. 


on the 20/5 March, when, to their certain knowledge at the time, they 
themſelves had, near ſix weeks before, in conſultation, ſettled a para- 
graph * of their General Letter to the Court of Directors on this ſubject, 
evidently ſhewing, that the appointment was, in fad, in the Commander 
in Chief, who continued Mr. Richard Sullivan in that ſtation, diſtinct 
from the office of the Company's Military Secretary. This Gentleman, 
Mr. Sullivan, was at the time (March 2oth) in that office. I refer to this 
paragraph in the Note, and leave the comment to others: but, more 


particularly, beg leave to call upon the Governor General and Council of 
Bengal, and the Honourable Court of Directors, to judge under what 


colour or pretence I can be ſaid to have ene the Orders of Go- 
vernment in this buſineſs ? 


To ſhew the ideas of his Excellency Sir Eyre Coote concerning his 
legal powers in this reſpect, I ſhall alſo tranſcribe the parts of his Leue, 
received a few months before the period alluded to. 


And, laſtly, in point of the legality of ſuch powers, I am to appeal to 
the Royal Warrant to Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, or the Officer 
commanding his Majeſty's troops in India; the original whereof has been 


Extract from Conſultations in Select Committee, 5th of Feb. 1783. 

In anſwer to this gth paragraph, General Letter, 29th of Auguſt 1782, it will be proper 
to inform the Honourable Court of Directors, that all General Courts Martial are, at pre- 
ſent, held under the ſole authority of the King's Commander in Chief, and conſidered by 
him as ſubje& only to his approval or diſapproval: alſo, that he conſiders the appointment of 
the Fudge Advocate General as veſted in him ; and accordingly appointed Mr. Richard Sullivan to 
that ſtation, and tienes * in it aſter he had refs, igned the Os to which it would flill 
have been always annexe 


Extract of the Letter from Sir Eyre Coote to me, dated Calcutta, Dec. 1, 1782. 

« In enumerating the ſeveral matters which you ſay you had ſent as memorandums to his 
Lordſhip, you mention, that of impowering and inſtructing the Fudge Advocate to proceed in the 
trial of Captain Bonnevaux, &c. I preſume you can mean no more than for the Govern- 
ment (who, I ſuppoſe, is the proſecutor) to deliver to the Judge Advocate the charges 
upon which the officers were to be tried, as he is already ſufficiently empowered by the 
tenor of his appointment from myſelf, or from my delegates, to proceed in every proſecution 
which may be brought before that Court at which he officiates, and without being furniſhed 
with any particular inſtcuCtions,” 
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by me tranſmitted to this Government (September), in order to make a 
copy for the records, and to Bengal. 

After ſaying thus much, and referring to the proof, I truſt and hone 
that there remains not a doubt of my being wrongfully accuſed of dif- 
obedience of the Orders of Government, in the inſtances which gave riſe 
to the publication of the General Orders, March 19, 1783. 

Arbitrary and deſpotic as the powers may be which are given to the 
Government to diſmiſs the Company's Military Officers without. a Court 
Martial, yet I do not recolle& of their ever having been uſed. 

In policy, as well as in common regard to the feelings of gentlemen, 
ſuch powers ſhould not be brought forward to the public view upon fri- 
volous or ill- founded reaſons. I make no diſtinction, in this caſe, be- 
twixt the feelings off the General commanding, and thoſe of the: youngeſt 
Enſign in the army; and every man in the Company's ſervice felt more 
or leſs when theſe Orders, March 19th, were iſſued. 

But whatever may be the powers of the Select Committee over the Mi- 
litary Officers in the Company's ſervice in general, I maintain that the 
Commander in Chief of their forces on this eſtabliſhment (which I am) is- 
excepted, as a Member of the Select Committee; and that the powers of 
the majority of that Committee do not extend to the ſuſpenſion, and much 
leſs to the diſmiſſion, of any Member once appointed, or ſucceeding to a 
ſeat in the Committee, before the caſe is ſtated to, and the orders received 
from, the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

I deſire to appeal to the Company's General Letter, January 11, 1783; 


and to the other inſtructions eſtabliſhing the conſtitution of the preſent Go- 


vernment. | 
On this ground might I reſt the argument, were I even in fault in any 
one point of conduct. But as I have here done in the two preceding in- 


ſtances, ſo in every other allegation, or aſſertion, or reaſoning of the Se- 


lect Committee to my prejudice, I now undertake to prove, in what fol- 


lows, not only that I am blameleſs, but I venture further boldly and un- 
awmbiguouſly 


— d — — 
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ambiguouſly to foretel, that my conduct will be approved of by thoſe 


who have the beſt right to decide upon the merits: and to this end, I 
ſhall take a wider range in ſtating my conduct in the command of the army 
from April 1783, when it marched from this neighbourhood, to July 
1783, when this very Select Committee thought proper, under every 
humiliating circumſtance in their power, to recal me to the Preſidency. 
But firſt, I am to premiſe, chiefly for the information of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, and of the Honourable Court of Directors, that on 
Thurſday the 25th of September, at half paſt two in the afternoon, I was, 
for the firſt time, furniſhed with the copy of that very Minute of the Pre- 
ſident (in Committee, September 17th *), which of a ſudden, and without 
any previous warning to me, or any ſpecific charge, was brought forward 


by him that day, and afterwards inſtantly followed by bis motion; and 


both implicitly and literally adopted by the voices of Meſſrs. Sadlier, Da- 
vidſon, and Williams, no leſs indeed than to d:/miſs me from the Honour- 
able Company's ſervice, It paſſed in an inſtant, without its availing me at 
the time, with the greateſt earneſtneſs, to requeſt of them to ſuſpend their 
deciſion, until T could have a copy of the Minute, and to make anſwer, 


which ſhould not be delayed. 


It was carried againſt me; and after being fo carried, I was permitted 

to give in a Paper t, with a few words in haſte, ſtating my ſenſe of ſuch 
unwarrantable proceedings; an official copy of which Paper has not been 
ſent me. 

It appears then, that, 3 of my requeſt on the 17th Sep- 
tember, and repeated in ſeveral Letters ſince, full nine days (in my pre- 
ſent cloſe confinement) have paſſed, without my being furniſhed with 
the copy of the Minute on which they ground their procecdings. 


It is to be alſo obſerved, that this communication was not made, until 
all the Company's ſhips were ſailed from Bengal, Wien acquainting of 


„ Sce 138 Ne V. where an exact Copy of the Minute of 17 Sept. is inſerted. 
t 8. Appendix, Ne VI. 
what 
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what they had wrote concerning me to that Government, and alſo within 
ſix days of the fleet ſailing for Europe. Deprived of every affiſtance, but 
of one Portugueſe writer, and of every communication or converſation 
with the living witneſſes , my conduct, no perſon. being admitted with- 
out the leave of the Select Committee, and in the preſence: of the officer 
on duty in my room. 


This digreſſion ſeemed to me neceſſary, both to ſhew my preſent ſitua- 
tion, and the difficulties I have to ſtruggle with, and to account for the 
inaccuracy of this General Pefence of my conduct. | 


The General Orders to the whole army (King's and Company's troops) 
were iſſued by the Select Committee about one in the afternoon, while F 
was yet in the Committee room. I went to my country houſe. about 
three: and in a ſhort time after Lieutenant Colonel Malcolm, the Adju- 
tant General of the Company's forces on this eſtabliſhment communi- 
cated to me thoſe General Orders; and I told that Gentleman to do his 
duty. | 1219 

Major General Sir John Burgoyne was then at table with me, and ſaw 
what paſſed : I ſhewed to him a copy of the Orders, and he ſoon after 
went to the fort. | 


In the evening“ of the ſame day, between fix and ſeven, I was, by the 

Fort Adjutant, Lieutenant Gomond, and by George Leonard Staunton 

(for ſuch he told me loudly was his name), backed both of them with an 

armed force of Sepoys, in the upper room of my houſe, ſeized ſuddenly, 

Fw: and forcibly brought from thence to the houſe in the fort, where I now 
am kept in the cloſeſt confinement, with an officer conſtantly preſent on- 

duty ; my doors open to him and by the Committee's Orders. at pleaſure. 
: In this ſituation, and late hour of information concerning what has 
been alledged againſt me, and which is now only to be collected from this 
Minute of the Preſident adopted by the majority; and under every diffi- 


* See Afﬀidavit of Major Grattan, Appendix, Ne VII. 
culty 
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culty which diſingenuous ingenuity can deviſe, to deprive me of the 
means to do myſelf timely juſtice I am now to diſprove the aſſertions 
contained in that Minute, applicable to any poſſible far conſtruction of 
diſobedience on my part to the Orders of Government, on any occaſion 
whatever. I truſt I ſhall be able to do it; and even at all times when 


called upon, to vindicate myſelf from any want of conduct, of prudence, 


of judgment, or of proper exertion in my ſtation, as the General intruſted 
with the chief command of the army ; but more particularly at the time 
now alluded to, during the period from April to July laſt. 


In order, however, to remove an immenſity of extraneous matter, 
which has, with induſtrious art, and not with the beſt deſign, been 
thrown into this Minute or Charge, if I may fo call it, civilly ſpeaking ; 
I need only ſtate, that in regard to my opinions in Committee on the 
public buſineſs before and after Hyder's death, and the ſtate of the 
army. at thoſe times, with a multiplicity of other points, where it was 
my fortune to differ in opinion with the Preſident, and often with the 
majority; and particularly my opinions concerning the nature of the 


command of his Majeſty's troops, uniformly conſonant to the opinion 


of the late Commander in Chief, and conformable to his Letters and 
Inſtructions to me as my Military Superior in that ſtation; all I need 
now ſay is to repeat, that this and all former buſineſs has been, far 
months paſt, referred home, according to the cuſtom of the ſervice ; and 
their deciſion muſt be in duty waited for by their ſervants. As to many 
of the points in this very Minute of September 17th, the Company's 
anſwers may be looked for to arrive in the courſe of a few weeks. 


It remains, then, only to be ſhewn, in this moſt ſingular mode of pro- 
ceeding towards me, à collection of topics, opinions, general aſſertions, 
and ſubjeQs that have at leaſt two points of view to be ſeen in, debated 
and referred in duplicate home ; yet upon the whole farrago, it is now 
made the cauſe of proceeding to the moſt ſevere, as well as the moſt 
ſudden deciſion ever heard of, applicable to the total fituation of any 
| perſon 
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perſon employed, either Civil or Military, in the Honourable Company's 
ſervice. 

On this account, and for the above reaſons, I do not think myſelf 
called upon ; and, I hope, in the opinion of my ſuperiors, it will not be 
thought neceſſary to go over that old ground; and I. hall, therefore, leave 
the whole to its own merits in England. 

My object in what follows is, not only to clear myſelf from every im- 
putation of diſobedience to the orders of Government, but to eſtabliſh 
proofs of merit and good conduct in the command of the army, from 
April to July, and during the time I remained with the fieid army, un- 
til the proper opportunity offered to convey me to the Preſidency by the 
Medea frigate, July 13. 

Here I muſt obſerve, as on other matters brought forward by the Preſi- 
dent's Minute, that every original voucher relative to the operations of 
the army in the interval mentioned, and every letter, almoſt daily 
written by me to Government, has already gone home in duplicate 
to the Honourable Court of Directors, by the Pondicherry armed tranſ- 
port, and by the Medea frigate; and as no new matter had occurred, 
it never once occurred to me, that, in the matters I am now to treat of 
(but not with one-third of” the materials), I was to be expected to find 
materials to anſwer a perſonal charge, even although the deciſion of 
the Committee had been deferred until that anſwer had been given. 

The matter has been decided by the Select Committee without my 
anſwer ; yet I think myſelf called on to expoſe their %% deciſion, to 
give it zow the mildeſt term, by bringing forward even the third part of 
the materials and proofs which were, and are, under heir eyes, at the 
time of giving ſuch an wnu/t ſentence l cannot mince the matter! 

What I have now to adduce is chiefly for the immediate information 
of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, and the Court of Di- 
rectors, and to guard them againſt partial information, as I am not ac- 
quainted with what this Government writes to either, I, therefore, do 
not think myſelf obliged, through them, to communicate to either, 


B though 
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though I may, perhaps, ſome time hence, give a copy for the records 
here. 

I ſhall refer to fats and dates, and deſire neither favour or prejudice 
to ſupport my deductions. The whole of my correſpondence, as I have 
been told, is officially gone to England and to Bengal, with every proof 
and voucher to ſupport. I ſhall beg leave 70 refer to the Original Letters, 
and not to truſt to my quotations, where, very poſſibly, there may be 
error in dates, as well as in ſubſtance. I truſt, and hope they will attri- 
bute ſuch error to preſs and hurry of time from this very late communi- 
cation, and the difhculties in my way on the part of this Government, 
and to the want of means to copy and correct. I ſay, I truſt to their 
candour, that they will not think it proceeding from premeditated wilful 
deſign, as in the alleged acts of diſobedience in this Preſident's Minute, 
Sept. 17th ; but, on the contrary, believe, as in truth, both in repre/ſent- 
ation and in ation, that the real motives of my conduct were, the ad- 


vantage of the Honourable Company, the good of the general ſervice, 


duty to my Sovereign, to the ſtate of Britain, and to my own honour, al- 
together uninfluenced by improper ambition, or attention to perſonal ad- 


vantages. 
: (Signed) JAMS, STUART. 


ments of troops, with the proviſion and 


Beg leave to refer 7 10 it particularly. Ty 
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PART SECOND. 


Co-operation of the Southern Army under Colonel q 
Lang, as ſettled in Committee, held April 17, | 
1783. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Have myſelf copied from the Minutes « 

of Conſultation, as on the other fide, J cc 
requeſt attention to be paid to it, becauſe «© 
whatever letters may have been written ( 
to me or Colonel Fullarton, or Colonel * the principal part of the. Southern 
Lang, or from me to them, this is the « army, in order to reduce, in a very 
true text; and no ſuppoſed commentary, * ſhort time, the French foree at Cud- 
even by official letters, ſhould have weight, © dalore; and declares it as his opinion, 
until compared with this Minute. _ © that the junction is neceſſary to make 

bee <« ſure of that important object. 

« The Preſident, in anſwer, reminds 
the General of the important ſervice 
on which Colonel Lang's army is 
now employed againſt the enemy's 
poſſeſſions towards the Coimbatore 
country, encouraging. the diſaffected 
there, and creating a diverſion in 
favour of General Matthews, who, 
without ſuch diverſion, will be un- 
able to make head againſt the force 
oppoſed to him, 


Extras from the Minutes in Committee, 
April 17, 1783. 

HE General earneſtly recom-- 

mends to the Committee the 


empowering him to order Colonel 
Lang to join the main army with 


See my letters“, not official, to Co- 
lonel Lang, as far back as March, on 
this very ſubjeF. The protratting cf 
the operations after the Army left the Pre- «© 
ſidency, was entirely owing to the delay of © 
the ſhips not arriving at Conjamere [until „ 
May 13, and of the neceflary reinforce- 


ſtore- ſnips, under convoy of Captain <«c 
Haliday, with the Iſis, &c. not arriv- „ 
ing at their deſtination ſouth of Cudda- 
lore, until June 6, 12783] —n delay 
which I did not ſuppoſe in my calculation 
of the march to Cuddalore, © 

In this Committee, April 17th, my Plan 
of Operations, April 8th, was read —1 © 


« General Stuart repeats his opinion 
as before expreſſed; and the Com- 
mittee agrecing with him, that one 
great object is the ſpeedily obtaining 
“ poſleffien of Cuddalore, ' and the 

* Namely, my Letter to Col. Lang, March 26 and 34, an the fubjoined Appendix, Mo. II. and IV. — and to 
Col. Lang, April 18-20, in The Correſpondence with Select Committee, p.a1iand 12. J. S. 84. 


t In the hurry and difficulty of copying from the original paper (which ay fituation in October 1784 will 
account for), the words (encloſed as abo e auere emitted 10 be tranſqrited, as appears ruidently from the 
Senſe and connefion, I hade therefore now taken leaue to add thoſe words. S. 784. 


+ See Correſpond:nce with Selet Committee, from page 3 10 g. 8 4 J. 8. 4784. 
*B 2 
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« French force there; as the General 
« thinks for- the attainment of it, the 
« junction of the main part of Colonel 
« Lang's army will be indiſpen/ably 
neceſſary, the Committee empower 
him to ſend orders to Colonel Lang 
« for that purpoſe; the General al- 
e ſuring them that he will leave ſuch 
cc a force to the ſouthward, as be ſhall 
© be convinced will be ſufficient to 
maintain our footing there, to give 
protection to thoſe who may have 
declared in our favour, and even to 
act offenſively, and as much as 


cc 


cc 


cc 
ec 
cc 


ec 


e poſſible to aſſiſt General Matthews.“ 


1 LETTERS from Major General * A}ftra of the Contents of theſe 
STUART, to which Reference is made. | 5 7 of” theſe 


LETTERS. 
1 To the Admiral. April 19, 1783. STAT ES my idea that the beſt mode 


to co-operate by ſea with the army, 
would be, to keep Monſieur Suffrein in 
view ; and requeſting to take the pro- 
viſion and ſtore ſhips in tow as far as 
Cuddalore, and then leave them with 
the Iſis and the frigates he could ſpare. 


Wrote immediately after joining the 
army from the Preſidency, ſtating 
very particularly the whole means of 
carriage with the army, and what was 
conſequently to be expected. 


Giving accounts of the reſolution in 
Committee, that the army to the 


ſouthward was to co-operate with me; 
This letter is of importance, and there- and the manner. 


fore it is to be compared with the reſolu- 
tion in Committee, April 17th, concerning 
the co-operation; becauſe it is alleged that 
1 have acted contrary to that reſolution. 


To the Select Committee. April 20, 


To Colonel Lang, com- April 20. 
manding the arm 
South of the Coleroon. 


(> On the 19th of April 1783, in the evening, I left Madras, and joined the army at Taumarum next morning 


A. account is here given of part of my Corre/pondence from that date to the time of my leaving the army in 
July 1783. J. S. 1784. 


See at large the whole of the Letters on both fides, in The Correſpondence with the Select Committee 


of Fort St. George, in this Collection. J. 8. 1784. 
+ See this and every Letter To and From the Admiral, in The Correſpondence with Vice Admiral Sir 
Edward Hughes, K. B. 1 this Collection. J. 8. 1784. | | 
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LETTERS REFERRED TO. 
To the Select Committee. April 22. 


In this Letter I ſent the return, to 
ſhew that there were only the means of 
fourteen days carriage of rice for the 
army; and that the ſickneſs of the Euro- 
pean brigade would oblige to halt near the 
Palar ſer a day or tuo. 


To the Admiral. April 22. 


To the Sele& Committee. April 23. 


To Lieutenant Colonel 
Elphinſtone. 


April 23. 


To the Select Committee. April 24. 


The Selef Committee never once made 
me an anſwer to this letter; and until 


my return from the army, the middle of 


Fuly, I did not know otherways than that 
the garriſon at Pollicate, at leaſt, bad 
been ſupplied frequently from this rice 
there in ſecre; but on the contrary, it was 
not fo, and the rice for the garriſon was 
ſent frem Madras to that place at public 
charge. Since my return, in order at 


once to put an end to this buſineſs, I re- 
gueſted it might be received in meaſure- 


ABSTRACT OF THEIR CONTENTS. 


Repreſents the ſtate of the army, 
and the means of carriage. Indent for 
what is wanted, and to be ſent by the 
ſhips under convoy of the Iſis. I de- 
ſire that the Company's ſervants to the 
ſouthward be empowered to provide 
what they can for the army. 


Acquaints of the ſituation of the 
army, and intended diſpoſition in ad- 
vancing. 


Informs, ſickneſs of the Europeans, 
and ſends the return of the Surgeon 
Major. Determine to halt them, and to 
ſend forward the ſecond line. The 
Madras Coolies, after one trip with rice 
only to Chingleput, or the greater part 
run off, and no ſervice derived from 
them. 


Acquaints of my plan to depoſit the 
rice, for. which we had not means of 
carriage, 1n poſts as we advance; and 
give inſtructions for the poſſeſſion of 
Permacoil. 


This letter, though on ſeparate bu- 
ſineſs which concerns my private for- 
tune, will ſhew the very little atten- 
tion paid to me by the Select Com- 
mittee in a requeſt which might have 
ſerved the Public, and relieved me 
from the inconvenience I now expe- 
rience, in conſequence of a public ex- 
ertion on my part in time of the greateſt 
calamity of this ſettlement with the 
greateſt probability of famine, at the 
riſk of my private fortune and with 
infinite trouble, as it has now turned 
out, by the loſs of every fort during 
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LETTERS REFERRED TO. 


ment, what was good, without payment, 
as I ſhould truſt to the Board of Bengal 


for that. Even this requeſt was refuſed. 
See Proceedings in Committee. 


To Colonel Pearce. April 25. 
To Colonel Gordon. April 25. 
To Colonel Gordon. April 25. 
To the Deputy Agent April 25. 
Mr. Kenworthy. 
To Colonel Gordon. April 26. 
To Colonel Gordon. April 26. 
The official return of the April 26. 


quantity of rice, and 
means of carriage with 
the army, ſigned by 
Captain Hearſey, Mi- 
litary Grain Keeper. 


Obſerve, that in the whole of my ex- 
perience I have ever found that in five 
days movement of the army, one-fourth 
part is in one way or other embezzled or 


loft. 
To Colonel Fullarton. April _ 


This letter is particularly to be attend- 
ea to, as it will fhew the preciſe plan J 


ABSTRACT OF THEIR CONTENTS, 


the four months of uncertainty, owing 
to the receiving no anſwer to this let- 
ter. 


Inſtructions to put himſelf and his 
brigade at Madranticum, and to cover 
and aſſiſt the convoys of rice, &c. in 
communication betwixt Permacoil and 
Chingleput. 

To take the carriage loaded to 
Atcherywauk with two brigades; and, 
relative to Permacoil. 


Ordering to ſend back the army car- 
riage from Atcherywauk, after depoſit- 
ing the rice, ſo as on the return, it 


might proceed from Chingleput with 
the firſt brigade. 


Shewing my opinion of the low ſtate 
of the carriage cattle. 


Relates to Permacoll and the rice, 
with his detachment. 


The alarming low ſtate of the car- 
riage cattle and loſs by death; and 
concerning Permacoil. 


To ſhew our utmoſt poſſible means 
of carriage to be depended upon in our 
move with the army, and therefore 
evincing the neceſſity of depoſiting, 
what we could not carry, in ſecure 
poſts, and to be ſent for backwards, 


Acquaints of the death of Sir Eyre 
Coote—The ſtate of the army—The 
object of the campaign - Gives him my 


opinion how the force to the ſouthward 
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LETTERS REFERRED TO. 
meant ta follow in the co-operation, 
and gave Colonel Fullarton ſufficient 
knowledge of it, to be in readineſs 
to have moved towards me in proper 
time. I beg to refer back to the firſt note 
to Colonel Lang, ſtating the diftributicn 
of the force. Colonel Lang ſucceeded and 
carried Carrour and Dindigul. He was 
recalled, and returned to the Preſidency, 
on account of health. Still the co-ope- 
ration was to be carried on; and to 
this effe# I write to Colonel Fullarton. 
The force he was to bring with him made 
it more honourable to come with that re- 
inforcement, conſidering the ſmall force 


that could be kept out of garriſon to the 


Southward. In all events my views 
were clearly expreſſed, and, as I thought, 
and yet think, exattly according to the 
orders of Government, 


To the Select Committee. April 27. 
To the Select Committee, April 28. 
To Colonel Lang, or the April 28. 


Officer commanding 
to the Southward. 


This letter is very neceſſary to be at- 
tended to, to ſhew I meant no conceal- 


ment, but plainly to ſay what 1 expected ; 


ABSTRACT OF THEIR CONTENTS, 


ſhould be employed until I ſent him 
more particular orders—States the 
great object where I ſaw the ſouthern 
force might be uſeful in the intended 
co-operation—Expreſſes my wiſh that 
he (Colonel Fullarton) do not abandon 
any preſent enterprize on receiving my 
information of what was expected, ſuch 
as that of Dindigul, at which place he 
was; but that he afterwards was to 
move towards the Coleroon, and co- 
operate with me in the greateſt of all 
national objects the extinguiſhing the 
French and their influence in India; 
and that J had wrote to Colonel Lang 
to the ſame purpoſe. 


Very full on the ſtate of the army 
carriage, and the manner I propoſed 
to get forward - Permacoil taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of The diſpoſition of the army 
— The firſt report of the loſs of Bidi- 


nOore. 


Shews the plan I meant to follow in 
proceeding to the ſouthward, and what 
would be wanted from the Preſidency — 
Sir Eyre Coote's death, my determi— 
nation to conform to the orders of go- 
vernment. 


I encloſe to him a duplicate of the 
orders of the Sclect Committee con- 
cerning the co-operation propoſed, 
and referring him to my letter to Co- 
lonel Fullarton, of April 27-28. See 
above. 
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LETTERS REFERRED TO, 


and give full time to Colonel Fullarton © 


or Colonel Lang to prepare as I advanced. 
To the Select Committee, April 29, 


To Colonel Fullarton, May 1. 
And poſtſcript. 


To the Select Committee. May 5. 


It is worth notice, that the Seleft 
Committee have never once given me the 


ſmalleſt merit, or ever mentioned, in their 


letters, any ſervice done by me at Perma- 
coil. 


To Mr. Sullivan. May 5. 
And P. 8. 6. 
Jo Colonel Pearce. May 7. 


To Mr. Tanner, Paymaſ- May 7. 


ter and Grain- keeper at 
Chingleput. 


To the Select Committee. May 8. 


N. B. This letter is of the firſt conſe- 
quence to ſhew the real ſtate of the army, 


— 


ABSTRACT OF THEIR CONTENTS, 


Informing of my moving towards 
Permacoil, in expectation of ſeeing 
from thence the Active frigate, Cap- 
tain Troubridge, and the Reſolution 
tranſport, at Conjamere. 


Acquainting that officer of my wiſh 


and plan concerning the ſouthern ope- 
ration. 


Anxiouſly looking for the Active 
frigate, Captain Troubridge, and the 
Reſolution tranſport, to arrive at Con- 
jamere; and acquainting of having 
wrote to Colonel Fullarton - Perma- 
macoil taken poſſeſſion of, and putting 
in a tenable ſtate. 


To deſire he will open the letters 
directed to Colonel Fullarton, and be 
informed of my plan of co-operation 
to the ſouthward; and that the move- 
ments of the army at the time of writ- 
ing turned upon the arrival of the 


ſhips, and the landing of the rice at 


Conjamere. 


Informing of the neceſſity to ſend 
from Permacoil back to Chingleput 
the carriage of the army, to bring rice 
from thence (Chingleput) in advance 
to the army, as the ſhips were not then 
arrived at Conjamere, and the diſpo- 


fition accordingly. 


On the preceding ſubject. 


Treats very fully on the ſituation of 
affairs, and of the neceſlity at every 
riſk to the carriage cattle to ſend the 


jp 
| 
3 
| 
| 
: 
4 
| 
[ 
J 
F 


TY * 2 


6 
4 
i 
. 
1 


le, 1 


ee 
. 


2 ot * . 6 a \ 4 
. . A ot uo on 6:06. oo Aline ES oc * 


1 * 7 Fo 
. K N 
2 * 20 „ 


— 


FI 2 — TR . 0 P 
q I his Pod . p . 
2 4 =, r 
Ant. A * 


STATE OF FACTS AND PROOFS. 17 


LETTERS REFERRED TO. 


To the Select Committee. 


To the Select Committee. 


To the Select Committee. 


To Captain Muirhead, 


commanding the de- 


barkation at Conja- 


Mere. 


To Captain Muirhead. 
To Captain Muirhead. 


To Captain Troubridge: 


and the true cauſe of what is unjuſtly in- 
finuated as delay. In this letter I gave 
the intelligence of Monſ. Suffrein's plan, 
at all riſks to fight his way to Cuddalore. 


May 11. 


May 14. 


May 15. 


ABSTRACT OF THEIR CONTENTS, 


whole back with the public followers 
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to Chingleput; the army a dead mals 
till they return; that this neceſſary 
meaſure palpably evinced the prudent 
precaution to have filled. the ſtores at 
Chingleput by the three .convoys ſent 
there, and which returned to camp 
before the army marched the 21ſt of 
April. 


In anſwer to ſuſpicions concerning 
my correſpondence with Colonel Lang, 
or Colonel Fullarton, concerning the 
Southern co-operation, and to ſhew 
why from reaſon, inclination, and duty, 
I choſe to obey the orders of govern- 
ment. 


To inform of the arrival of the 
Active frigate, Captain Troubridge, 
and Reſolution tranſport being arrived 
at Conjamere; and the movement of 
the army towards Killanoor i in conſe- 
quence, 


Acquainting of Captain Troubridge $ 
aſſurances to expedite the ſervice at 
Conjamere; and to inform of his hav- 
ing ſeen the admiral. 


Inſtructions how to proceed in the 
care of the rice, and forwarding the 
ſervice. 


5 3 .net ; | 
2 and dence on the ſame. 
Ditto, and to prevent embezzlement 
of rice. 
Requeſting to forward a letter to 


the Admiral; and to forward the 
landing « of the rice. 


C 
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To the Select Committee. May 18. 


In this letter, which ſhews the uni- 
formity of my plan, I informed Govern- 
ment of the force under Seyd Sahib being 
ordered from the Tanjore Country to aſ- 
JSemble round Cuddalore. 


To Captain Muirhead. —May 18. 


To Mr, Sullivan. May 22. 


To Captain Muirhead. May 23. 


N. B. There are letters daily and on 
record from the firſt to laſt on this ſub- 
Jef, that no time was loft. 


To the Honourable Mr. May 23. 
Cochrane, Refident at 
Negapatam, Aſliftant 
to the Reſident at 
Tanjore. 


In this letter I mention my determina- 
tion to leave the rice at Conjamere, the 
inſtant I know of the Iſis and convoy 
being at their ſtation South of S 
dalore. | 


To the Select Committee. May 24. 


To the Select Committee. May 24. 


In this letter I requeſt to know if * | 
orders, unknown to me, bad been ſent to 


ABSTRACT OF THEIR CONTENTS. 


Acquaints of the utmoſt powers to 
land daily at Conjamere, and of the 


neceſſity to ſend back the army car- 
riage to Permacoil to bring the rice 


from thence, and to depoſit what we 
could not carry in one move at Killa- 
noor (which I made a poſt of) and to 
Villanoor, which I intended to make, 
and thus to proceed forward on ſure 
ground, whatever may be the reports 
of the neceſſitous ſtate of the French 
at Cuddalore. 


Concerning the debarkation of the 
rice, and to expedite the ſervice. 


Acquainting of the time when the 
rice will be landed at Conjamere, and 
that the army will march immediately 
thereafter. | 


A letter to him from Captain Trou- 
bridge of the Active, giving the rea- 
ſons why the rice could not be more 
quickly landed. 


To acquaint him of the ſituation of 
the army, the propoſed movements, 
and the precautions neceſſary to be 
taken to prevent the rice and other 
proviſions coming from the ſouthward! 
from falling into the enemy's hands— 
Informs of the ſecret being with me 
only in what preciſe route the. army 
was to move to our laſt ground to be 


taken up before Cuddalore. 
Informs of the progreſs and finiſhing 


of the landing at Conjamere. 


Acquaints of having received a let- 
ter, dated May 12th, from Colonel 


Fullarton, commanding ſouth of the 
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To Mr. Sullivan. 
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Colonel Fullarton ; and I ſtate the reaſons 


why that force will be wanted at Cudaa- 


Tore in every point of view, 


This letter very eſſential in the chain. 


To the Select Committee. May 24. 


May 26. 


In this letter I flate to the Committee, 
as an additional reaſon for diſpatch in 
the Southern force marching towards me, 
the news of an approaching peace, and the 
neceſſity of a combination of our whole 
force, io throw them at leaſt many years 
back, before the official accounts of the 
peace in Europe could reach us, 


To the Select Committee. 


To the Sele& Committee, June 15. 


June 17. 


This Letter, and 4 Poſtſcript of the 
evening, is the ſame as was ſent to Colo- 
nel Fullarton. Thad alſo occaſion to in- 
form both theſe Gentlemen that Monſieur 


ABSTRACT OF THEIR CONTENTS. 


Coleroon—-The contents of that letter 
— My reaſoning upon it—My deter- 
mination to ſend the orders for co- 
operation in the way I underſtood to 
be the intentions of government in 
their reſolution April 17th, unleſs they 
ordered to the contrary, 


Concerns the debarkation of rice, 
&c. at Conjamere. 


States my anxious expectation to 
receive a decided opinion upon the 
ſubject of my letter May 24th, before 
my giving further orders to Colonel 
Fullarton—Acquaints that the army 
would march, though all the rice were 
not landed at Conjamere; and that 
Captain Troubridge of the Active, at 
my requeſt, was to proceed to Tran- 
quebar with letters from me to Mr. 
Cochrane, to convoy what he had pro- 
vided for the uſe of the army, being 
the only meaſure to come in aid to us, 
conſidering the delay of the Jis and 
ber convoy arriving fouth of Cudda- 
lore. 


Narrative of the action of the 13th 


June—The receipt“ of this letter was 
never acknowledged, and no return of 


thanks to the brave army 1 had the bo- 
nour to command. | 


Informing him of the inſtructions 
ſent to Colonel Fullarton to come to- 
wards me, and of the preparations for 
the army neceſſary to be made by Mr. 
Sullivan; communicating the particu- 


on a late inſpedion of my Papers, I find there is a bare acknowledgment from Lord 


Macartney to me, ** that this Letter was received ;” but no other notice was taken of it. 


C 2 


Auguſt, 1784. 


J. S. 
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Suffrein had found means to get into Cud- 
dalore Reads, 


Poſtſcript to Colonel Ful- June KF 6 


18. 
larton. 


In this Poſtſcript I flate the neceſſity 
of 4 force being ſent from Tanjore to 
Chillumbrum and Portonovo, becauſe if 
the French Admiral ſhould feed Monſieur 
Buſſy's force in Cuddalore, our Admiral, 
by watering and receiving freſh proviſions 
by the way of Chillumbrum and Portonovo, 


would be equally in the ſame way in con- 


dition to affift our operations againſs Cud- 
dalore. . 


To Colonel Fullarton, June 17. 


To the Admiral. June 20, 


T had no anſwer to this letter, 


To Colonel Fullarton, June 21. 


ABSTRACT OF THEIR CONTENTS. 

lars of what paſſed betwixt the fleets 
off Cuddalore the 16th of June. Ac- 
quaints of all the proviſion and ſtore- 
ſhips having left us; and therefore of 
the neceſſity there was to ſupply us 
immediately by the great rivers, and 
inland from the ſouthward, and that I 


had alſo wrote earneſtly for 1 to 
the Preſidency. | 


Acquainting of Monſieur Suffrein, 
with his whole fleet, having got be- 
tween our fleet and Cuddalore; and 
that, from the character of the man, I 
looked for the moſt ſpirited efforts from 
the combined force of the French—I 
repeat the immediate neceſſity of Co- 
lonel Fullarton's marching light and 
joining expeditiouſly; but that no- 
thing ſhould force me to quit my 
ground On the whole, I ſtate in 
ſpite of the then appearances, it might 
ultimately turn out for our advantage 
when the Admiral appeared. _ 


Acquainting of Monſieur Suffrein 
having got into Cuddalore Roads; and 
poſitively ordering Colonel F ullarton 
to advance towards me, 


Sent in three different directions to 
acquaint the Admiral that I had oc- 


cupied Portonovo by two Bengal bat- 


talions, and that both there and at 
Chillumbrum there was entire, ſafety 
and convenience for watering, and I 
could ſupply his fleet with freſh pro- 
viſions. 

To acquaint of having taken poſ-- 


ſeſſion of Portonovo as well as Chil- 
lumbrum, and of the ſituation of 


things by land and ſea. 


_— 
2 * 
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To the Sele& Committee. 


This letter deſerves. particularly to be 
attended to in this point of view ; be- 
cauſe from the intelligence of our ſitua- 
tion conveyed to Colonel Fullarton, he 
wrote me, that though the Committee had 


June 23. 


ſent him orders to re-croſs the Colleroon 


(if he had paſſed it), and to aft to the 


Southward, yet he took on himſelf to 
continue his movement towards me; % 


that in this caſe, even according to the moſt. 


literal conſtruftion of the reſolution in Com 
mittee April 17th, the leaving it to Co- 
lonel Fullarton's diſcretion and judgment, 
the co-operation was proper, and with 
the force he could ſpare. 

This. letter, and many others wrote at 


this critical time, will alſo moſt fully 


explain, why, conſiſtent with every good 
principle, as well as in ſound judgment, 
and the ſtricteſt duty of fidelity to the Ho- 
nourable Company's intereſt and ſervice, 
I could not withdraw or recall the orders 
given for Colonel Fullarton's marching 


towards me, even after I had received a 
letter from the Select Committee to that 


purpoſe; it areſe from the exigency of our 
fituation when abandoned by the fleet, and 
which could not have been known at the 
time when the letter was wrote by the Se- 
le Committee. 

Here it is equally obſervable as at Per- 
macoil, neither thanks nor acknowleap - 
ment in any reſpeftl, has ever been made 
me by the Select Committee for the ſervice 
done in opportunely poſſeſſing Chillum- 
brum, the eve of the action of the 13th 
June, and ftrengthening it. 


See my opinions of the importance of 


Permacoil and Chillumbrum. 
| 5 


ABSTRACT OF THEIR CONTENTS, 


Acquaintsof Monſieur Suffrein being 
at anchor in Cuddalore Roads with 
the whole French fleet—The ſtate of 
the army—Their compoſure of mind, 
though having in front all the enemy's 
combined force by ſea and land at half 
gun ſhot diſtance—Abandoned by our 
fleet—The conſequent fatigue and 
conſtant duty of our army; and the 
encreaſed neceſſity of Colonel Fullar- 
ton's quick move towards me— The 
ſtrange ſtyle of Mr. Sullivan's letters 
to me at this preciſe time,. for ſchemes 
of operations towards Erode and the 
Ghauts, and deſiring reinforcements 
from our army for the purpoſe—I ſtate 
my having ſent two battalions to Por- 
tonovo, however little we could ſpare 
them, becauſe of the preſſing neceſſity 
to cover the watering of the fleet, and 
to ſupply freſh proviſions to the Ad- 
miral on his return; and becauſe no 
aſſiſtance had been ſent for that end 
from Tanjore States the great ſcarci- 
ty of rice and horſe gram, and the ur- 
gent call for aſſiſtance in every reſpect 
from, the Preſidency; adviſing the 
ſhips to keep out at ſea and to the ſouth- 
ward —Acquaints that, for want of 
caſh, it was impoſſible for me to per- 
form a promiſe made to Mr. Cochrane 
of Star Pagodas 800 — That he had 
neither money nor credit to provide 
what offered for the army, even though 
the coaſt was clear. 
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To the Select Committee. June 25. 


No anſwer or acknowledgment, in re- 
turn to this eter, was ever made to me 
or to the army * 


To the Select Committee. June 26. 


This day ſeveral officers ſhewed letters 
from the Southward, that Colonel Ful- 
larton's force was ordered by the Select 


Committee not to join or co-operate with 
me. 


To the Select Committee. June 27. 
In this letter J inform the Select Com- 


mittee, that if the reports were true, 1 


muſt look on thoſe anſwerable, who gave 
fuch counter orders; and that I ſhould 
then, and at all times, in regard to my 
opinions and my orders, appeal to the re- 
cords, to vindicate my conduct to my ſu- 
periors. 


To the Select Committee. June 27. 


ABSTRACT OF THEIR CONTENTS. 
Account of the repulſe of the French 
in their attempt upon our parallel. 


It gives a particular account of our 
ſituation Our total dependence upon 
the Preſidency for ſupplies of every 
ſort The ſupplies from the ſouthward 
not to be accounted for any thing in 
compariſon—In daily expectation of 
another /ortie from the French - De- 
termination to ſtrengthen the parallel 
and cloſe the redoubts, and delay ad- 
vancing our trenches, thus to conceal 
where our. batteries were to be, until 
the Admiral returned, mean while to 
prepare materials of every ſort. 


States the reports that the Select 
Committee had ſent orders to Colonel 
Fullarton to recroſs the Coleroon, if 
he had then paſſed to the north of it, 
and not to co-operate in the manner 1 
had ordered—That my orders were po- 
ſitively countermanded; all which I 
told them I did not believe—States my 
having had no aſſiſtance of any ſort 
from the Southern army, nor from 


Polygars of Warriore-Pollam, &c. 


nor even to garriſon Chillumbrum. 


No aſſiſtance from Tanjore to gar- 
riſon Chillumbrum or Portonovo, and 
informs of my being in total ignorance 
of every thing to the ſouthward, con- 
trary to the rights of my ſtation as the 


commander in chief of the Company's 


troops. 


8 ts Auguſt—It is worthy of remark, that the Preſident's Minote and Motion for my recall 
from the army are preciſely of this date, 25th June 1783. 
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J une 2 


To Colonel Fullarton. 
| | 30. 


Fo the Select Committee. June 29. 


To the Select Committee. June 30. 


is letter is of the firſt conſequence, to 


ſhew with preciſion the time when I re- 


ceived the very remarkable Letter, dated 
June zd, from the Select Committee, 


where my conduct is blamed in a very ſin- 
gular ſtyle, but entirely unſupported by 
proofs. It will ſhew that it was im- 
Poſſible for them to know our ſctuation at 
this time, which led me decidedly to de- 


cline recalling my orders to Colonel Ful- 
larton. 


That eſſicer, on weighing all circum- 
ſtances, and judging of the exigency of the 
caſe, did alſo march towards me, after 
receiving orders to the contrary from the 
Select Commiltee, 


Al this ' correſpondence, and indeed 


every thing for two months and more 
ſiuce that pericd, has been in two or three 
conveyances ſent and referred home to the 
Court of Directors. I have at all times 
given the reaſons for every part of my 
condu#?, attended with the written proofs 
and flatements. My motives, in what- 
ever I did in the ccmmand of the army, 


ABSTRACT OF THEIR CONTENTS. 


Mentions my extreme ſurprize on 
finding that all my letters came to bim 


Jo very late, contrary to the common 


rate of calculation -Deſires him to 
quicken his march—Acquaints of the 
French repulſe the 25th; and that I 
expected another ſortie of marine and 
land force with Monſieur Suffrein. 


Expreſſing my ſurprize and diſap- 
pointment in receiving no anſwer from 
Colonel Fullarton to the letters repeat- 
edly wrote to him And that the army 
was quite ſpent with fatigue. 


Acquaints of my having, on the pre- 
ceding day (June 29th) for the firſt 
time, received the letter of the Select 
Committee dated June 3d; it was a 
triplicate incloſed in another letter to 
me dated June 17th. I give my ſen- 
timents freely as ta the contents of 
that letter June 3d, and of their com- 
mentary on my conduct. I ſtated the 
original neceſſity that had led me to 
order Fullarton's force from the ſouth- 
ward, which neceſſity was: manifold' 
increaſed fince, by the ſituation of the 
enemy, with above ten thouſand Eu- 
ropeans at half-gun ſhot from us; a © 
ſituation which precluded me from 
every idea of revoking or counter- | 
manding the orders given to Colonel 
Fullarton; and that I ſhould ſtand to- 
every conſequence reſulting from this 
apparent act of diſobedience to their 
orders. I ſtate my infinite ſurprize to 
find my letters on all occaſions to arrive 
ſo late to Colonel Fullarton. Alſo 
{tate my plan to him on his advance 
towards me to encompaſs the whole 


of Seyd Sahib's force, and plunder, and 


I 
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never could proceed from any improper 
cauſe ; neither will I ever allow there 
was error in judgment on my part. 


Where or how am 1 to blame in this pre- 
ſent alledged aft of diſobedience ® Or. 


what of my conduct in part, or take the 
whole, can poſſibly, by the moſt exagge- 
rated ſtraining and miſrepreſentation — 
What, TI ſay, can be brought forward to 
open view, to juſtify or account for the 
proceedings in Select Committee September 
17, 1783? 


To the Select Committee. July 1. 


This letter is of importance, to ſhew 
the ſtate and diſpoſition of the army, and 
of the French force, at this time; but 
more particularly to point out the day 
when I firſt received the Committee let- 
ter June 3d, which ordered the return 
of Colonel Fullarton, and countermanded 
my former orders to that officer. It was 
not till June 29th that I received this 
very remarkable letter. Let any candid 
perſon read it, and compare with the then 
ſituation of our affairs to judge of my con- 
duct. Seyd Sahib's people had intercept- 
ed the former copies of this letter, June 
3d, and ſent them to Monſieur Buſſy 
and Monſieur Suffrein. Monſieur Mo ac, 
Captain of M. Suffrein's ſhip, ſent a French 
tranſlation of it to Capt. Dauvergne at 
Madras, which I ſent a copy of to the 
records here. The ſentiments even of our 


enemies concerning this letter are publicly 


known, 


ABSTRACT OF THEIR CONTENTS, 


Tippoo's Amildars, with the aſſiſtance 
from Permacoil. I ſtate the repairs 
made at Chillumbrum by my orders, 
and only by Lieutenant Brickmyre“ and 
his two companies; mentions the ſeeing 
a ſtrange frigate among the French 
fleet, ſuppoſed a cartel, but no inti- 
mation from Monſieur Buſly of its 
being ſo—States the, immediate want 
of ſupplies of all ſorts from the Pre- 
ſidency, and that we can have them no- 
where elſe; and that 14 days only 
were remaining for the fighting men 
of the army - And my determination 
to run every riſk, rather than give up 
one inch of ground ſo honourably, 
though dearly, maintained. 


Acquaints of having received the 
moſt certain intelligence that the Ad- 
miral and the whole of our fleet were 
returned to Madras Roads. States my 
ſentiments on the occaſion, and the 
total dependancy of the army for ſup- 
plies on the Preſidency. The appear- 
ance of the ſtrange frigate; and my 
not receiving any letters from the Pre- 
ſidency ſince the 27th of June (in- 
cloſing the triplicate of the letter June 
3d), and yet there were letters in camp 
from Madras, mentioning that my let- 
ter, with the account of the action of 
the 13th of June, had been received, 
to which I had no anſwer. 


_ ® See preceding note, June 23d. 
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To Mr, Sullivan. July 1. 


This ſtrange ſhip turned out to be the 
Medea, Captain Gore, ſent as a carte! 


with the extraordinary deputation from 
the Select Committee, compoſed of Mr, 
Sadlier, Second in Council, and George 
Leonard Staunton, private Secretary t9 
Lord Macartney, who was in no ſhape in 
the ſervice of the Eaſt India Company. 

There were no accounts from that 
ſhip, or theſe deputies, or from Monſieur 
Buſly, until Mr. Sadlier came to camp, 
July 2d. 


General After-Orders to July 2. 
the army. 


Where, in all this proceeding, do 1 
ſhew diſobedience of the Orders of Go- 
vernment, though they were perſonally in- 
jurious to myſelf, if any fair conſtruction 
is put on the word, and conſidering times, 
ſituation, and circumſtances © 


To Monſieur Buffy. July 3. 


This letter, as I recolle, was wrote 
the 2d, and I am not ſure if it was not 
dated that day; but this I know, that in 
the ſame ſpirit that led me to publiſh the 
preceding After-Orders, I ſent this letter, 
as the moſt ready way to comply with the 
Orders of Government, in what was e/- 
ſential as meant by their deputation, of 


ABSTRACT OF THEIR CONTENTS. 


Acquaints of the beſt mode to ſend 
grain of all ſorts towards Chillumbrum 
and Portonovo, both from Tanjore 
and the coaſt, for the uſe of the army, 
and out of danger of the French fleet — 
The news of the Admiral's return to 
Madras encreaſes the neceſſity of ex- 
ertion in this way—My determination 
not to quit our advantageous ground 
on any conſideration leſs than abſolute 
famine—My dependence on the ſpirit 
of our army— Acquaints of the ſtrange 
frigate amidſt the French fleet. 


Theſe orders were iſſued by me on 
the preciſe day of Mr. Sadlier's arrival 
in camp, and after the verbal com- 
munication of his inſtructions, &c. 
It was done by me to avoid miſtakes at 
the out- poſts, or by the centinels firing, 
and to prevent confuſion in the interim 
while the buſineſs was ſettling with my 
ſucceſſor in the command (the Honour- 
able Major General Bruce): It was 
alſo done, as I believe, and to the beſt 
of my recollection, even before the 
orders for my recall were publiſhed to 
the army in a molt extraordinary man- 
ner, and before Major General Bruce 
had accepted of the command. 


Communicating my orders for a 
ceſſation of hoſtilities to the army upon 
the report of Mr. Sadlier, 
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which I had only verbal information from 
Mr. Sadlier. Beſides, I judged, that in 
my ftation as commanding in Chief his 
Majeſty's troops, independent of any other 
Atuation, it was my duty, and altogether 
fit,” on ſuch an occaſion, to correſpond di- 


reltly with Monſieur Buſſy, the Com- 


mander in Chief of the French King's 
troops. 


What is there in all this conduct on my 
part really exceptionable ? 


To the Honourable Ma- 


jor General Bruce. 


July 4. 


J requeſt this letter to be read with at- 
tention by any candid man, and to ſay 
what more could be required or expected of 
any perſon in the moſt ſtrict obedience and 
conformity to Government, either as to 
the ſervice of his Majeſty, or of the Com- 


pany's troops? The whole is here ſtated 


in my ſeparate, and in ſome ſort private, 
letter to General Bruce. 


To General Bruce. July 4. 


This and all my letters directed to the 
Honourable Major General Bruce, com- 
manding the Carnatic army in the field. 


To Major General Sir 
John Burgoyne, Bart. 
commanding his Ma- 


jeſty's troops at the 
Preſidency. 


July 6. 


ABSTRACT OF THEIR CONTENTS, 


Communicating Colonel Fullarton's 
letter and poſtſcript of June 29th, and 
my ſentiments on that head; alſo de- 
livering over the command of the 
king's troops ſerving with the army 
then before Cuddalore; and recom - 
mending to General Bruce to regulate his 


conduct by the Orders of the Company's 
government. 


Incloſing the copy of my letter 
to Monſieur Buſſy, July ad; and of 
his anſwer the 3d, and recommending 
to General Bruce to have a further 


written explanation with Monſieur 
Buſly. 


In anſwer to a letter from Sir John 
Burgoyne; and deſcribing the line I 
had purſued, and was determined to 
purſue, in obedience to the Company's 
government as my duty in one reſpect, 
but without affecting my ſituation as 
commanding his Majeſty's forces; and 
that in conſequence I had empowered 
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LETTERS REFERRED ro. ABSTRACT OF THEIR CONTENTS, 


Major General Bruce to command that 
part of his Majeſty's troops in the 
field. 


To Colonel Fullarton. July 6. In anſwer to his letter of the 29th 
of June, and deſcribing the ſituation 
of things, and that he was to obey 
Major General Bruce as his ſuperior 
in what regards his Majeſty's troops, 
to whom for the time I had made over 
the command of theſe troops; recom- 
mending, as my private advice to 
Colonel Fullarton, to take poſſeſſion 
of Pallamcottah. 


(Signed) JAMS STUART. 


And now, in regard to what paſſed at the Council of War, July 73th, where 
the Honourable Major General Bruce ſat as Preſident, and where I was 
preſent only to give my opinion in deliberation when aſked, and from my 
ſituation as commanding the King's troops in camp ; I am now moſt ear- 
neſtly to call upon the attention of our Honourable Employers to obſerve 


the cauſe which gave riſe to that Meeting, with the letters from the Select 


Committee to General Bruce, and the anſwers from that Officer accom- 
panying the Proceedings, and the Correſpondence after I left the field, and 
particularly to the Commiſſary's Return of Ordnance and Military Stores, 
which muſt have been delivered over to Monſieur Buſſy, had General 
Bruce /iterally obeyed the Orders of this Government ; the whole owing 
to the neglect at the Preſidency, in not ordering to the army the Morſe 
India ſhip ( which was ready loaded with rice) the moment Government 
knew there was a ceſſation of hoſtilities agreed upon, and to bring off the 
military ſtores. The whole correſpondence, until Major General Bruce, 
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from fatigue and vexation, fell ſick, well deſerves peruſal, both as to the 


merits, and to ſhew in what manner the Select Committee judge of thetr 


own authority, and the General's duty, in the conducting of the public ſervice 
to the beſt advantage. | 

And, to conclude, as to my remaining with my friends at the 
army until July 13th, it was truly owing, as every one knows, to my 
having no poſhble mode of returning, until I requeſted a paſſage with 


Captain Gore in the Medea. 


(Signed) JAM* STUART. 
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TO SHEW 


The Orders, under which I believed, in good Faith, that I 
acted conſequent of the Reſolution in Committee, April 17, 
1783: Alſo ſhewing, in the Appendix, the Letters not 
official, to Colonel Lang and Colonel Fullarton, in March; 
and my Letter to the Secret Committee, March 21, in Ex- 
planation of my Conduct previous to the General Orders 
March 19th, noticed in the General Orders of the Select 
Committee September 17th laſt. 


N the plan of operations for the campaign againſt the French at Cud- 
dalore, which J laid before the Committee April 8th, 1783; the co- 
operation of the force to the ſouthward, with the army under my com- 
mand, was made a moſt effential part of it; and I now refer to that 
plan. 


In Committee April 17th, and alſo on reconſideration of the ſubject, 
that co-operation was agreed to and confirmed; and I moſt undoubtedly 
did declare at the time, and have ſince, in effect, moſt religiouſly kep 
up to the declaration, That nothing but thorough conviction of the 
utility, and even indiſpenſable neceſſity of the meaſure, would make 
me avail myſelf of the powers, to order the force from the ſouthward 
and it will accordingly be found in almoſt every letter 


tO 


- —_ - — - 32 - » - 
— ul = — 
— — 
2 — c = Fj — of, 5 
* x — — — = 28 — A ECT" =... 
: 


30 STATE OF FACTS AND PROOFS. 


to the Committee, after moving from the Preſidency (where the matter is 


ſpoke of), that I give notice of my reaſons and determination, to order 


the Southern force towards the Coleroon. 


I ſaw, in the trueſt point of view, what I communicated to Co- 


lonel Lang, April 2oth; not an Order, as might be thought on the 


firſt reading of the letter of Committee to me, May 27th, but, as 
communicating to that officer, my own ideas on this moſt important 
ſubject, and as ſoon as poſſible. Whether my letter is dated April 
18th or 20th, is of little moment; I had wrote to Colonel Lang to 
the ſame purpoſe, and as my private opinion, March 26th“ and 31ſt , 
and to Colonel Fullarton, March 28th T. It was the duty of my ſta- 
tion, in correſpondence with officers in certain ſtations under my com- 
mand, but nt as Orders, or even as opinions contradictory to the ſenti- 
ments or inſtructions of government: yet ſuch has been the conſtruction 
put upon it. 

My with to eradicate every degree of ill-founded ſuſpicion from the 
minds of the Right Honourable Preſident, &c. led me, of my own 
accord, to communicate to the Select Committee my correſpondence 
concerning this co-operation, both of a ſeparate or private, and of an 
oficial nature; ſuppoſing that the proper diſtindion would, by them, be 
made; which it would appear has not been the caſe. 

However, I hope it will not eſcape obſervation, that in all my letters 
in April to Colonel Lang and Colonel Fullarton, I expreſsly recom- 
mend, by all means, 0 carry on the objects they were then employed 
in, aud by no means io gut them. on account of the projefted co- 
operation. 

Colonel Lang, with this foreknowledge of my ſentiments, carried Car- 
roor, Averacouchy, and Dindigul; after which he reſigned the command 
to Colonel Fullarton, and returned to the Preſidency. 


* See Appendix, Ne II. + See Appendix, Ne IV. + See Appendix, N III. 
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It was from that time (after the taking of Dindigul, May 4th), that 7 


anxiouſly looked for the movement of the Southern force (in ſtrength as men- 
tioned in my letter April 20th, to Colonel Lang, and communicated to Co- 


lonel F ullarton), !9xwards the Colerbon; and by a compariſon of dates, when 
that place (Dindigul) fell, with what is ſtated in the letter from the French 
officer at Bidenore, to Monſieur Buſſy, containing the particulars of the 
capture of Hydernagar, tranſmitted by me from Pondicherry to the Com- 
mittee in the beginning of June, and which has ſince been found to be a 
true and genuine account of the bulineſs ; I ſay, it will appear, that, after 
the fall of Dindigul, there was no movement of the Southern force in 
any direction that could poſſibly operate lo avert the misfortune at Bide- 
nore; and, judging by the common rules of policy and prudent con- 
jecture, and from the nature and diſtance of the ſcenes of action, appli- 
cable to any real diverſion of Tippoo's force from Mangalore, there was 
no more probable way, in my idea, to draw that force from that purſuit, 
than by encreaſing the French apprehenſions for their own ſafety, and 
applying their influence with Tippoo to come himſelf, or to ſend a ſuffi- 
cient force towards Cuddalore, agarn/? which all our combined force was 
by my plan to operate. 

I afk, what, therefore, in common ſenſe or prudence, remained for 
us to do, after the fall of Dindigul, and leaving the Southern provinces 
properly garriſoned and guarded, other than according to the plan before 
mentioned ? and I add, to the ſpirit, and even the words, properly un- 
derſtood, of the Committee Reſolution April 17th, © To move directly, 
* and without delay, towards me.” 

When at laſt, and very late indeed, that very force arrived at Tritchi- 
nopoly (June 16th), Colonel Fullarton, after heing informed of the ac- 
tion of June 13th, and hearing from me and others of the ſituation of the 
French fleet, and united land and ſea force at Cuddalore, and that we 
were abandoned by our own flect, and upon my reiterated orders to 
move towards me; that officer, though at the lime poſſeſſed of the letter 
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of the Select Committee, ordering him to move in a total contrary diree- 
tion, yet with great propriety, from a ſenſe of his real duty to that very 
Government which gave the orders, ſaw the matter in its true light, and 
made the movements towards me by my orders. 

This ſhews clearly, what is the real public duty of an Officer of reſpon- 
ſibility, intruſted with a command ; and that in what Colonel Fullarton 
and I did, on this occaſion ; and indeed by the nature of all orders to 
officers of rank, at ſuch diſtance from the ſeat of Government ; the ur- 
geney of unexpected events muſt be the excuſe for diſpenſing with the 
moſt poſitive orders of this, and of every Government, in order to avoid 
the greater evil; a conduct which, with every wile Government, will ex- 
plain itſelf; and which, under no colour of propriety, of candour, or of 


Juſtice, would be confirued into an af of diſobedience, but, on the con- 
trary, be called truly meritorious. 


(Signed) JAM* STUART. 
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Copy of a Letter * from Major General STuarT to the Right 
Honourable Grorcs Lord MacAxTNEY, K. B. Preſident 
and Governor, &c. Select Committee, Fort St. George. 


My Lonb, &c. Wk, March 21, 1783. 

HIS morning at two o'clock, about an hour before leaving camp, your 

letter of yeſterday, March 20th, reached me, incloſing the atreſted 
copy, by Mr. Huddleſtone, of the Paper I ſigned in England, in common 
with every officer in the Compan y's ſervice, which paper I left with the 
Adjutant General to publiſh in General Orders this day, to the army in the 
field, becauſe it was your Orders; however unneceſſary I may think ſuch a 
publication, either to put me in mind of my duty, or as needed for the army 
I have the honour to command. It is happy for me, that the only inſtances 
which you can lay hold of, as a reaſon for this perſonal diſcipline on your 
part, are ſuch, as when your ſuperiors ſee my letters of the 14th and 15th, 
and your anſwer of the 20th, I have every reaſon to think that their deciſion 
will not t be to my prejudice—and I appeal to it. Mean while, as the impu- 


© 1 am uncertain whether this was ſent as a letter, or in circulation as my Minute 21 March, 
after my return to the fort from- camp, and will appear on the records. There may be alſo ſome 
errors in the copying from the ſketch in my hand; but the ſenſe is entire. 


Sept. 24, 1783. | (Signed) J. S. 
E tation 
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tation even of diſobedience of the orders of Government ſounds very diſagree- 
able to me, I now ſtate the fact. 


The firſt inſtance where you ſay that ſtrict and immediate obedience was 


to be paid by me to your orders, was in regard. to the order in writing for 
12,000 pagodas, directed to the paymaſter for the uſe of the Bullock Maſtries, 
which indeed you might have as well given at once to him without my 


leave, your orders being paramount, unleſs it was with ſome perſonal view, 


as at preſent to me; however-in that note, and in the letter which covered 


it, you ſay, © That the clamorous Bullock Maſtries were to be paid from 


te the money ſtopped by Mr. Jackſon for rice, &c. lodged with Mr. Welſh.” 


I gave orders for that very money in two payments, amounting, rot 10 
x 2,000 Pagodas, but to 8668 pagodas, as appears by Mr, Welſh's letter to 


me, and now delivered to the Committee: I alſo. returned the note to Mr. 


Welſh, and if there is a delay in fulfilling General Orders, or that your 
intentions are to give more than the amount of rice ſtopped, this delay, 


until further explanation, might in candour be conſtrued as proceeding from 
a well-founded ſuppoſition, that you did not know the exact amount of the 
rice ſtoppages.—So much for that. 


And as to the ſecond and laſt inſtance, if it can be called diſobedience, 
in any ſenſe—my opinion and reſolution concerning your appointment of 
Mr. Huddleſtone to be Judge Advocate General, I can only ſay, that 7 
obeyed your orders in that reſpet?, as far as the publiſhing of them to the army. 
But thinking, as I do, that you have not legally the power to give ſuch 
an appointment ſo as to be efficient, without the ſanction of his Excellency 
Sir Eyre Coote, the Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's forces, I wrote on 
the 15th what I now repeat, That Mr. Huddleſtone, “ or his deputy, will 
« not be employed by my orders in that capacity, becauſe he cannot; not 
from any diſrefpe& or diſobedience to the Company's government, but be- 
cauſe J am clear, that he nor no man can by law exerciſe the office, without the 


ſanctien of the Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's forces. And by way of ge- 
neral anſwer as to your power over. me in any reſpect whatever, I can aſſure 


you, that no act, much leſs any threat, will ever induce me to do what I 
think diſreſpectful to his Excellency Sir Eyre-Coote, as well as illegal. 
The preceding, copied, from neceſſity, by myſelf, is the tranſcript of the 
paper given to Government, March 21, 1783. 
(Signed) JAMS STUART, 
A true copy, ſee remark at the bottom, Page 1. 


(Signed) JAM“ STUART. 
Sept. 24, 1783. 
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Copy of a Letter from Major General SruART to 
| Colonel LANG. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


This ſeparate tetter to Colonel Rang "Aer here preparing in the utmoſt 


will (as the other following) ſbew the 
clear idea 1 had of what the nature was 
to be of the Southern co-operation, I bad 
neither indirect concealment or defipn; 
and had Colonel Lang continued in the 
command to the Southward, my” firm le- 
lief is, that the junction would have been 
elected in proper time, and every expet- 
ation from the co-operation would have 
been realiſed. I mean, had the army 
moved North immediately after the re- 
duction of Dindigul 4:21 ms (Calonel 
Lang). 


Tn this, as in the ubequent "hi it 
will clearly appear what were my wiſbes 
as to the ſpeedy movement, contrary. to 
the groundleſs aſſertions of intended pro- 
craftination, and other hard words, with- 


out any good meaning, in the Pręſident a 


Minutes. 
| (Signed) J. 8. 


March 26th, 1783. 
force and magazines to go to the 
ſouthward, and yet when I come to 
Cuddalore I am not ſureof above twelve 
days rice independent of the fleet. I 
ſpeak from myſelf, without knowing 
preciſely the plan of Government, aud 


TI write to you, as Stuart to Lang; 


my intention is to drive the French 
into the Sea, or into the interior parts 
of the Myſore country ; and my own 


plan will be, to effect a junction with 


you. for that purpoſe. —If you take 
Carroor, my private advice to you is 
to deſtroy it, and the ſtores, if they 
impede you, and bring away the pro- 
viſions: I could have wiſhed you to 
have ſpared troops to have poſſeſſed 
themſelves of Chillumbrum and Pal. 
lamcottah, and the Warriore-Pollam 
Man to be our friend, without placing 
troops in his country. If not too 
late, give every promiſe and pro- 
tection to Hyder's people to put your 
troops in poſſeſſion of theſe two places. 
In all events, be aſſured that the 
French, however numerous, are not 
a moveable body, and that I ſhall be 
with you before four weeks from the 
preſent date. I expect the General by 


that time, and I am ſure we have but 
E 2 
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one mind. Farewell - this is private, 
not official. 


September 24, 1783. The above is 
the exact copy of what I wrote ts 
Colonel Lang of that date. 

(Signed) JAMS STUART. 
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Copy of a Letter Gi Major General STUART to Colonel 
Fu LLAR rox. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

This is my ſeparate private letter to 
Colonel Fullarton, then ſecond in com- 
mand to the Southward,” next to Colonel 
Lang, and ſhews what I meant then, and 
uniformly afterwards. I give it entire, 
though not official, having not a wiſh 
or a word to be concealed. It is wrote 
in the ſame ſpirit as dictated the letters 
to Colonel Lang of March 26th and 31, 
now in Ws Appendix. 


(Signed) J. S. 


Dear Six, March 28th, 1783. 

1 muſt be ſhort and without compli- 
ment; I have wrote to Colonel Lang 
my own plan, but not official, to effect 
a junction with the ſouthern army, to 
drive the French from the Coaſt in one 
way or another.—I ſhall move. at the 
furtheſt in ten days hence; perhaps 
with twelve days rice, — After arriving 
at Cuddalore I truſt to Colonel Lang's 
reſources for more; — Our great plan is 
to extinguiſh the French conſequence for 
many years to come in this country ; all 
inferior objetts are in my idea laid afide. 


If you take Carroor before that time, 


bring away or deſtroy all military ſtores 
or proviſions, and blow up the place, 
I ſhall be happy to hear that we have 
taken poſſeſſion of Chillumbrum and 
Pallamcottah, and that the Warriore- 
Pollam Man is our friend. The 
greater the number of Frenchmen 
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under Monſieur de Buſſy the better for 
us, in my opinion, conſidering their 
difficulties both in field and garriſon. 
This is the ſubſtance of what I have 
written to Colonel Lang, as my orten 
plan, and I believe it will be official. 
I give you joy of the Marrattah Treaty 
being exchanged and ratified the 24th 
of February; the fort and army fired 
upon -the occaſion, and I read an of- 
ficial account of it, ſigned by every 
member of the Supreme Board the 
ioth of March. Sir Eyre Coote does 
not leave Bengal till the 17th at ſoon- 
eſt. The French cruizers, two ſhips 
of the line and two frigates, are ſtill 
off here; I believe they are cruizing 
for the General, and for rice; but 1 
truſt that the Admiral will be round 
in time to ſave the General, by their 
quitting the. ſtation, , or make them 
repent it if they ſtay until the ſecond 
week of next month, before which 
time I do not expect Sir Eyre Coote 
will arrive. 


(Signed) J. S. 


vi ABPENDIX, N. iv. 


Ne IV. 


Copy of a Letter from Major General STtuarT to 
Colonel LANG. 


OBSERVATIONS. 

_ This is a ſeparate private letter to 
Colonel Lang, to ſhew him what were 
my. intentions by the co-operation of the 
Southern force, The delay in moving the 
army either from the Prefidency after 
returning from Vellore, and the delay in 
marching from Permaceit are clearly ac- 
counted for, from the neceſſity of a fore 
at Chingleputt, aud the late arrival of 
the proviſion ſhips at Conjimere. My 
wiſhes and expectations of greater diſ. 
patch, appear from this private letter to 


SIR, March 31ſt, 1783. 

N ten days hence, whether the Ad- 
miral or the General arrives or not, 
I ſhall certainly move with this army to 
the Southward. It will be ten days 
more before I can get to Cuddalore, 
My intention (1 ſpeak as a private man) 
is to effect a junction with you, to 
drive the French either into the Sea or 
to the Myſore country, in either caſe it 

is equally advantageous to Britain. 


If we can ſecure Chillumbrum, 
Pallamcottah, and the Warriore-Pol- 
lam Man, by hook or by crook, be- 
fore I arrive, half the buſineſs will be 
done. If you take Carroor, deſtroy 
it, and the artillery and ſtores and 
proviſions which you cannot bring 
away.—This is Stuart to Lang, not 
official, but as my private advice to 
you, and I will officially ſupport it. 
Adieu. | 


The above is a true Copy of what 1 
wrote Colonel Lang of that date. 


(Signed) JAMs. STUART. 
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Ne V 


My Remarks * upon the Preſident's 
Minute. 


It is the Minute of the Preſident 
as fuch, that I remark upon in 
the margin. ] 


(Signed) J. S. 


REMARKS. 

] beg in candour to refer to the Mi- 
mute of the Right Honourable Prefident, 
June 25th, and on the very day bat 
the brave army, which he never thanked, 
had repulſed the French combined force 
with Seyd Sabib's auxiliaries; and at 
the ſame time, refer to my Anſwer July 
234, ſo ſoon as. I knew of this attack 
made behind my back. 

* Treating this as the Minnte of the 
Preſident, it is a moſt ungenerous, mali- 
cious, and falſe allufion, calculated by him 
to ſerve the purpoſe of the day. — I defy 


bim to adduce one ſingle expreſſion, much 


leſs any aft on my part, tending to ſub- 
vert Government, unleſs he makes Govern- 


ment to depend upen his perſonal cloſet 


lucubrations brought forth as Minutes, 
which, in free di ſcuff ion in Select Com- 
mittee, where it is ſuppoſed the Proceed- 
ings are not for publick eye, I have pretty 
conſtantly endeavoured to ſbetu the futi- 


tity of 


The Prefident's Minute, Sept. 176, 
1783 f. 


In Committee, September 17, 1783. 


HE Preſident has the honour to 

obſerve to the Committee, that in 
his Minute of the 25th of June laſt, after 
mentioning ſome of the inſtances of 
miſconduct and diſobedience of Major 
General Stuart, which made it ne- 
ceſſary to-recab him immediately from 
the command of the army, the Preſi- 
dent added, that upon the General's 
return he would have an opportunity 
of adducing his reaſons, either to 
juſtify his miſconduct, or to mitigate 
the puniſhment due to it. His con- 
duct indeed appears to have been 
that of a premeditated, wilful, re- 
peated and ſyſtematic diſobedience ;. 
and that diſobedience has been not 
only prejudicial, by its. example, to 
the Company's. regular government, 
and has a direct tendency to bring 
about * the ſame ſubverſion: of ſuch 
government as that of which the 
General has been, in a former inſtance, 
a principal and active inſtrument; but 
ſuch diſobedience has been actually 
productive of material and laſting in- 


* Theſe Remarks, wrote on the margin of an exact Copy of Lord Macartney's Minute of 17th 
September 1783, made part of the Appendix which was delivered in by General Stuart to the Se- 
le& Committee at Madras, on the zoth of October 1783. 

+ The Prefident's Minute, as here printed, is an exact tranſcript from the official copy, which, 
though repeatedly aſked for, was never given to General Stuart till the 25th of September 1783. 
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REMARKS. MINUTE, 17 SEPT. 1783. 


jury to the Company, in the inſtance 
| of his not following the directions and 
* The whole of this malevolent miſre- intentions of the Select Committee“; 
preſentation, with the antidote, has been and his conſequent promiſe to have 
referred home near a year ago, the army ready to march on all emer- 
| gencies ; which, immediately upon the 
death of Hyder Ally, and the abſence 
of Tippoo, his Succeſſor, from his 
| army in the Carnatic, and the con- 
* fuſion in that army, might have long 
| ſince terminated the war and deſo- 
lation of the Carnatic by that Prince. 
| In the inftance of his abuſing the 
I refer to the Proceedings in Com- diſcretion lodged in him for“ calling 
mittee April 17th, and the Proofs in the a detachment of the Southern army, 
preceding papers, to overturn this wilful then eſſentially employed, in caſe of 
miſrepreſentation. | - — indiſpenſable neceſſity ; inſtead of 
=— | which, he immediately, without any 
10 ſuch, or even any pretence of ſuch 
NE neceſſity, and exerting” inſtantly the 
power to be exerted at any rate only 
F in future, ordered the main body of 
that Southern army to join him in 
the Carnatic, declaring that ſuch 
was the order of the Committee; by 
4 00 which means the operations of the 
165 | Southern army were impeded, and 
5 | —D Tippoo left at liberty to purſue, with 
| | ſucceſs, his attacks againſt the Com- 
. pany's inferior army, and their ex- 
poſed poſſeſſions on the other ſide of . 
the peninſula, and for the obvious 1 
purpoſe of waiting for the junction of 
-* Ditto, ditto, as above. | that ſouthern * army, as he could 
have no pretence for it, if he marched. & 
: quickly and ſucceeded without it; which ow 
he acknowledged the force already Y 
with him was fully equal to, and by : 
ſuch junction, of having the command : 

of the whole, he procraſtinated a 


1 


” 
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* Yes! ſuppoſing I had wanted bead 
or proper conduct, or had only followed 
Lord Macariney's Cloſet Theory ! = Pray 
fee the reaſons for a different conduct, 
which at the moment are under the eyes 
of the very perſon who miſrepreſents it. 


7 The ſuppoſition of our being able to 
to inveſt Cuddalore, — to deprive them of 
Proviſions by land, or to have any 
chance to carry the place but from open 
trenches, is abſolutely falſe and ground- 
leſs. Had I run on upon this intercepted 
intelligence, it would have not only been 
acting contrary to every degree of proper 
attention to the main and grand object, 
and not to be riſked by a Partiſan Ex- 
curſion ; but by compariſon of dates it 
will clearly appear, that there is next to 
a certainty, the Reſolution tranſport and 
cargo, and the Attive frigate, and 
even the grand convoy with the Vis, 
would have fallen into Monſieur Pe- 
nier's hands, the French. Commodore, 
who with two ſhips of the line and 
frigates convoyed the French proviſions 
to Cuddalore, May 31h}, or June 1ſt“. 


* The army was moſt undoubtedly left 
and abandoned by his Majeſty's fleet. — 
The Admiral, doubtleſs, can explain why, — 
but we could have held out for any time, 
in common calculation, requiſite to the 
Admiral to have watered, in ſufficiency 
for the occaſion, and returned to his ſtation 
South of Cuddalore. 


9 My opinion of the mode and the 
conſequences of this extraordinary deputa- 
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march to Cuddalore, that might be 
effected in twelve © days, to upwards 
of forty days; fo that the opportunity 
was loſt of attacking, and moſt pro- 
bably defeating and taking, the French 
troops in that neighbourhood, when, 
according to the intercepted letters of 
their commander, the Marquis de 
Buſly, they were in want of proviſions, 
and even of ammunition ; and conſe- 
quently, if even inveſted, would have 
been under the neceſſity of ” ſur- 
rendering themſelves priſoners of war, 
inſtead of which, by ſuch a wilful 
procraſtination, the enemy had an 
opportunity of receiving proviſions 
from the country, and ammunition by 
ſea, and the enemy's ſquadron had 
time to arrive to the aſſiſtance of the 
land forces, which, after the retreat 
to Madras of his Majeſty's fleet *, 
and the communication by ſea entirely 
cut off with the Company's army be- 
fore Cuddalore, might have been pro- 
ductive of fatal conſequences, if this 
Government“ had not availed itſelf 
of the private accounts of the preli- 
minaries of peace, to announce the 
ſame in form to the enemy, and to 
eſtabliſh a ceſſation of hoſtilities, By 


®* Quere. If theſe Dates in the Original? 
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tion to Cuddalore, efpecially as regard- 
ing the operations on the other coaſt, 
ftands on record, and I refer to it. — 
All I now fhall obſerve is, after the 
Deputies bad negotiated their buſineſs, 
when I was excluded and recalled from 
the command of the army at Cuddalore, 
the next inſtantaneous object for the relief 
of that army for proviſions, and to carry 
F the flores, ſhould have been to have 
ſent the Company's ſhip the Morſe, and 
the not doing ſo brought on every ſubſe- 
quent diftreſs. | 

% It is a malicious miſrepreſentation, 
and an abſolute falſehood, that from my 
miſcondutt the French are now in ſuch 
ferce in India. 


See the Reſolution in Committee 
April 17th, concerning the co-operation 
of the Southern Army.—See my Orders 
and Letters in March and April, official 
and otherways, to Colonels Lang and Ful 
larton.— See my Letters to Colonel Ful- 
larton after we were abandoned by the 
fleet, and for that reaſm, with ſuch 
force in front of us, why I did not re- 
yoke the orders to Colonel Fullarton! 
See what I ſay on record, and in 
the preceding Papers on the ſubjet of 
giving up the Command of the Army to 
the Honourable Major General Bruce, 
and the part I took as deliberative in the 
Council of War beld in his Tent, July {+ th. 
Olbſerve particularly the moſt diſgraceful 
_ conſequences which muſt have reſulted 
from that Officer's literally obeying the 
Orders of the Select Committee, to march 
off and leave all our fick and wonnded, 
and all the heavy ſtores, to the French 
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this fatal miſcondu of Major Gene- 
ral Stuart, the French are now in ſuch 
force in India as may prove of much 
preſent embarraſſment and future evil 


to the Company. General Stuart, in 


this miſconduct, difobeyed the direc- 
tions, and counteracted the intentions, 
of the Government, He declared he 
would ſend no poſitive orders for the 
junction of the Southern army“, with- 
out the concurrent ſentiments of the 
Select Committee; but he did not 
only ſend ſuch orders without ſuch 
concurrence, but he ſent them in di- 
rect contradiction of ſuch ſentiments. 
He expreſsly difobeyed Government 
in not inſtantly giving up ** the com- 
mand of the troops before Cuddalore. 
He acted as Commander in Chief, 
after the orders for his not doing 
ſo were actually publiſhed throughout 
the army. He did not immediately 


repair to the Preſidency in obedience 


to the orders he received, but ſtaid 
with the army, ſat at a Council of 
War, miſinformed and miſled that 
Council of War, and gave a new ex- 
ample of diſobedience, in retaining the 
detachment ordered to be ſent to the 
Southward. His aſſumption of inde- 


pendent command in the fatal in- 
ſtances already quoted, has pervaded 


the whole ſyſtem of his conduct, as in 
the caſe of orders to the Northward, 
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protection; I beg leave to refer to he 
Letters to and from Major General 
Bruce, the Minutes of the Council of 
War, and that Officer's Letter tranſmit- 
ting the ſame; alſo his Anſwer to the 
Select Committee's Letter July 16th. 

See my Plan for the defence of the 
Circars. 

do not for my ſoul know what is 
meant by theſe words, Expenditure of 
« the public money.” -I never bad to do 
with the public money in any way, but as 
for intelligence and Secret Service, which, 
were I called on, I could account for to a 
trifle ; indeed the whole ſum, for nearly 
one year and four months that I com- 
manded the army, is a mere trifle, com- 
pared, as bave heard, with the ſecret 
ſervice-money in a certain civil line of 
Government.—As to the Bullock Maſ- 
tries, or their ſtoppages, or their concerns, 
if the words refer to that, 1 can with 
great truth aver, I never had any know- 
ledge or interference in any reſpeft with 
Bullock. Maſtries of the Black Caſt, or 
with the real maſters of the White Caſt, 
who ſqueeze the vitals of the Company, 
and abſorb their reſources under this dark 
cover, uncertain as to the extent of the 
Company's expence from the mode of ma- 
naging the carriage of the army.—See 
awhat I ſay on the Bullock Men's ſtoppages 
in my Letter of March 21ſt. In à word, 
T never in my life derived either profit or 
perquifite of any ſort conſequent of any 
command in the army. I never had to 
do with Bazar or Liquors, and no man 
to my knowledge laid or received any duty 
on things brought to camp. 
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which might have loſt the Circars “, 
which were indeed afterwards menaced 
by Monſ. Suffrein. In the caſe of 
the expenditure of the public money“, 
contrary to the expreſs directions of 
the Sele& Committee. In the caſe of 
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We caſe of the Fudge Advocate is 
fully ſtated in the preceding papers, and 
ought to cover with confuſion thoſe who 
make it a charge againſt me. 


A moſt malevolent aud groundleſs 
miſrepreſentation ! I employed the Adju- 
tant General of the King's Troops, as 
the late Sir Eyre Coote did, on ſeparate 
detail, interior management and returns to 
the M ar Office, who do not officially know 
the Adjutant General of the Company's 
troops, and I was directed by the former 
conduct, and the particular Orders of 
Sir Eyre Coote, my immediate ſuperior in 
that line. 


7 Objerve what I ſay in my Letter of 
October zd, upon the whole of this crude, 
though premeditated a#, originating 
with the Preſident, and afterwards fo 
implicitly adopted by Meſſrs. Sadlier, 
Davidſon, and Williams, in Select Com- 
mittee September 17th, and how much 
it is in contradiftion to the Honourable 
Court of Directors General Letter Ja- 
nuary 11th, 1781, which Letter was 
with-held from me until ſeven hours 
after the Company's diſpatches had been 
ſent by his Majeſty's ſquadron, and of 
which diſpatches I have not had the 
ſmalleſt information in what regards 
myſelf, nor of what the Select Committee 
have corote to Bengal. 
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the appointment“ of a Judge Advo- 
cate General, which was made by the 
Select Committee, under the expreſs 
authority of inſtructions from the Court 
of Directors. In the caſe of employ- 
ing to act as Adjutant General“, a 
perſon different from him, who had 
been appointed by Government, in or- 
der to have undue influence over the 
army, or a conſiderable part of them, 
and to be able to communicate orders 
to them without knowledge of Go- 
vernment. In the inſtance of publiſh- 
ing orders to the army, without a pre- 
vious communication to the Governor, 
as directed by the Inſtructions 1774, 
and 1n various other cafes in which the 
Committee have too ſtrong a remem- 
brance to render the detail neceſſa 


to them; but which ſhall be particu- 


larized in the Diſpatches to the Court 
of Directors. This aſſumption of in- 
dependent command, this deliberate 
and repeated guilt, leave no alterna- 
tive to the Committee, but by pre- 
venting the continuance of them, or 
by becoming reſponſible for the evils 
to the Company, and all the diſtrac- 
tions in this Government with which 
it is at preſent threatened, and of 
which a continuance of his command 
migh. be productive. The Preſident 
therefore moves, that in virtue '” of 
the power given to the Government, 
in caſe of the diſobedience of any of 
its military officers, that Major Ge- 
neral Stuart be immediately diſmiſſed 
from the ſervice; and as his rank in 
the King's ſervice can operate only 
when on ſervice by the King's com- 
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4 | mand; and not being ſo employed, 
: and being only on half-pay from the 
bounty of the- Crown, and not em- 
ployed by the Company, Major Ge- 
neral Burgoyne, the ſenior Officer in 
the King's ſervice upon the coaſt is 
conſequently to command the King's 


4 Forces. | EIN 
A true Copy. _ 
(Signed) W. E. WASEY, 
. Sec. 


Ne VI. 


The following Paper was wrote by me, given in for Record, 
and Read. 


(Signed) 8. 


In Commitee, Sept. 17th, 1783. 


THE nature of this Minute“ from the Preſident, and the motion conſe- 

: quent of it, is ſuch, not only to me perſonally, but to the regular good order 

4 of this, and of all governments, and [ſo repugnant F] to the Inſtructions of 

the Company in the conſtitution of this Committee, that I requeſt the Com- 
mittee to defer paſſing ſentence, or giving an opinion, until I can have a 

copy of both Minute and Motion, and to make anſwer, which ſhall not be 

delayed—Meanwhile, I will obey their deciſion, be it what it may, only in ſo 


See preceding Minute, 17th September. 
+ Quere. If [ſo repugnant] was in the hurry inſerted, 


— 
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far as the Committee have powers legally and clearly, or as correſponding to 


the Company's Inſtructions. 


(Signed) J. 8. 


Requeſts to bave the Copy of Minute' and Motion. 


Dee rſt to conſis ver ef it. 


The above is a true G. to the beſt of my recollection, except the words in 
the Foot Note, perbaps omitted in the burry. 


Fort St. George, 
17th Sept. 1783. 


(Signed) JAMS. STUART. 


The above is the Copy of the Minute I with difficulty could get on the Records, 
after the Select Committee had refuſed to hear me, or to delay proceeding to 


a deciſion. 


(Signed) JAM®, STUART. 


————— — —— — 


HE Letters by me to the Select Committee in the Company's Records, 
and to which I chiefly refer from the time of the Committee [September 
17th], and the illegal ſeizure and impriſonment of my Perſon on that Day „ were 


of the following dates: 


From me to the Select Committee, 


. 5 
Do. — 
Do. - 
Do. — 
Do. - 
Do. - 
Do. - 
Do. — 


- Sept. 18 
— 19 
— 22 
* 25 
— 28 
- 30 
October 2 
7 3 


5 
J Incloſing the Proteſt, 
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Affidavit of Major GRATTAN, taken before the Mayor of 
Madras, September 23, 1783. Copied from the Original, 


in my poſſeſſion. 
(Signed) J. 8. 


HIS evening, [September 17th, 1783, ] about Seven o'clock, or a little 

before that hour, General Stuart, Major Grattan, and Lieutenants Cloſe 
and Smart, being employed in writing and receiving orders from the General 
at his Garden Houſe; Lieutenant Gomond, Fort Adjutant of Madras, and 
Mr. George Leonard Staunton, a gentleman of no certain note, rank, or 
deſcription either in his Majeſty's or the Company's ſervice, abruptly entered 
the room in which they were ſitting thus employed. | 


The Fort Adjutant firſt advancing to the General, by a verbal meſſage 
announced to him his being put under an arreſt by order of the Governor and 
Select Committee; adding, that the General muſt immediately nnn him 


into the Fort. 


General Stuart replied, That he ſhould certainly pay all due obedience to 


the orders of Government, but that he ſhould require ſome time at leaſt to 
ſecure his papers and put on his clothes, and time for this he ſhould certainly 
take. | 


Lieutenant Gomond anſwered, That if he did not come with him voluntarily, 
he muſt uſe force, and had ready below for that purpoſe a party of ſepoys. Mr. 
Staunton and Lieutenant Gomond on. this whiſpered together, and the former 
inſtantly returning either down the ſtairs or to the head of them, introduced 
(himſclf ſtepping out in front of them) a party of ſepoys with fixed bayonets, 
commanded by Lieutenant Cook ; and he, Mr. Staunton, having immediately, 


with a violent and menacing motion, drawn his ſword, Major Grattan ap- 


proaching him, afked, Whether it was proper or decent to enter the apartment 


of the Commander in Chief with ſuch an apparent indication of intended 


outrage? Mr. Staunton rephed very loudly and, intemperately, That he knew 
what he did, and would anſtwer for it, . 1 
: The 
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The General again demanded time to dreſs himſelf, being then, through 


the extreme heat of the evening, very looſely and thinly dreſſed, and to put up 
the papers on which he had been employed. So very little time, through the 
unremitting and preſſing applications of the above-mentioned Gentlemen, was 
allowed for theſe purpoſes, that in the ſpace of about ten or twelve minutes from 
the beginning, the General having firſt demanded under what deſcription Mr. 
Staunton appeared there, or who he was? To which the only reply made was, 
My name is George Leonard Staunton; and the General having further re- 
quired from Lieutenant Gomond with what authority he was inveſted, or 
whether he had any written order ? To which Lieutenant Gomond replied, He 
bad verbal orders, which were ſufficient to him; the General concluded, that 
though he would not reſiſt the regular powers of Government, yet in the 
preſent caſe, and under theſe circumſtances, he did not think himſelf bound 
to go voluntarily from his houſe, where he was then doing buſineſs, and ſhould 


therefore be moved only by force. On this Lieutenant Gomond ſeized the 


General by the arm, as he leaned on the couch and his crutch, and the General 
ſtill reſiſting, and calling on all preſent to witneſs the force that was uſed 
againſt him, © Major General Stuart, his Majeſty's Commander in Chief in 
c India, and, according to that day's orders of Government, not in the 
e ſervice of the Company.” Lieutenant Gomond took out two Sepoys, and 
giving each an arm of the General, they carried him off to the ſtairs, where 
placing him in a chair, they conveyed him down to his palankin, in which he 
was eſcorted by the party towards the fort. 


It may be neceſſary to add, that no Order had been at this time iſſued to his 
Majeſty's troops by General Stuart, nor was there a ſingle man of thoſe troops, 
either as centry or otherwiſe, then near the General. 


(Signed) J. GRATTAN. 


Fort St. George, Sept. 23, 1783. 
Madraſpatnam, ſcil. John Grattan, Eſquire, Major in his Majeſty's hun- 
dredth regiment of Foot, maketh oath, and ſaith, That to the beſt of 
his belief, knowledge, and recollection, the above narration is a juſt 
and true relation of the tranſactions therein mentioned. 


— (Signed) J. GRATTAN. 


Sworn to Bere me, this 
23d September 1783, a oi 1211 
5 00 (Signed) Wm. WEEE, Mayor. 


* 833 
= - WES 5 
W j 


—³öĩ _— 


CONTENTS of the APPENDIX. 
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xiv. Dates of Letters from me to the Select Committee, from Sept. 
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(Signed) JAMS, STUART. 
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